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U.L.C.A.'s Pensions 


Board in May Meeting Considered 
Data of Significance 


By HARRY HODGES, 


Executive Secretary 


Tue Board of Pensions and Relief met 
May 4 in the Church House in New 
York. The meeting was attended by 
the President of the Church. A digest 
of the secretary’s report is as follows: 

There are 1,107 pensioners and 19 
cases of additional relief under the 
Non-Contributory Plan with an ex- 
penditure of $241,460 annually. 

There are today enrolled in the Con- 
tributory Plan 662 persons. 

At the close of the Minneapolis Con- 
vention a poll was taken of the mem- 
bership to ascertain their attitude to- 
ward the suggested socialization amend- 
ment if adopted at the next convention. 
The result was as follows: 


Will remain in the plan... 161 
Will remain, but do not approve 
BMENAMENE Me rcceh pete epeeeee 59 
Undecided whether to remain, but 
do. not Aporoverns#.. 4) bhtacces 40 
Will not remain in plan. 110 
Will not remain, and will demand 
refund of payMent.....ccccccceue 12 


The result of the Advent Appeal was 
$16,943.62. 

The gifts of the Children of the | 
Church amounted to $494.71. 

The Board has set up a reserve to 
guarantee payments of pensions under 
the Non-Contributory Pension Plan in | 
lean years. 

The Board is holding $9,919 owing to 
pensioners living abroad who cannot 
be reached because of hostilities. 

The Board has made changes in its 
Charter and By-laws made necessary 
by the adoption of the Contributory 
Pension Plan. 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Their Dead Remembered 


Atways THE LUTHERAN adds its Memorial Day expression of remem- 
brance to the multitude of tributes which the grateful citizens of our nation 
offer to soldiers and sailors, of whom obedience has required the supreme 
sacrifice. By such recognition of patriotic services we add no merit to those 
whose deeds are commemorated, but we honor in ourselves capacity for the 
gratitude and appreciation which make their sacrifices worth while. 

This year on May 30 the status of the struggle being waged with a cruel 
and relentless foe centers our thoughts upon “those who go down to the sea 
in ships.” Recent reports of engagements in which the loss of life was ter- 
rible in its nature and almost total in its involvement of personnel combine 
to emphasize perils that confront sailors and marines engaged in the defense 
of their country. The ocean’s own threats to life are constant. Against its 
storms, its rock-bound coasts and its hidden shoals, men have waged cease- 
less opposition. But now for many months combat has intensified and mul- 
tiplied an already ample capacity to destroy. 

The most powerful of the forces which the Creator has established as the 
earth’s resources for the better living of mankind have been seized and mis- 
applied. They are employed in destruction where they should build and 
multiply. The most intense of struggles is that in which man is attacked by 
his fellow creature. 

The cross-marked burial places where the bodies of slain soldiers have 
been placed are not forgotten. But this year we acknowledge a kind of 
priority for those whose mortal bodies are beneath the waters of the seven 
seas. Verily these too will be surrendered to the glories of the resurrection 
when the last trump shall sound and the dead shall arise. 
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iIntTHEMEWS....---- Ly G Elson Kuffh 


Franklin Clark Fry, LL.D., L.H.D., 
Litt.D., Etc. 

Tue president of the United Lutheran 
Church will acquire five honorary de- 
grees this spring. The Doctor of Laws 
degree will come from Gettysburg, 
Thiel, and Wittenberg. Roanoke will 
bestow the doctorate in Humanities, 
and Wagner the 
doctorate in Let- 
ters. Muhlenberg 
College presented a 
D.D. in 1939. 

The heavy bur- 
den of honor seems 
not to be retarding 
Dr. Fry in moving 
about the Church with astonishing 
speed. He has attended about half of 
the synodical conventions held this 
spring, as well as meetings of most of 
the boards of the United Lutheran 
Church. He will be in Winnipeg, where 
the Icelandic Synod celebrates the an- 
niversary of the migration of its coun- 
trymen to America. Then he goes east 
to Bridgewater, to visit the Nova Scotia 
Synod. 

Visits to large cities will not monop- 
olize Dr. Fry’s time. In keeping with 
current emphasis on the rural church, 
he will participate in several unusual 
services in country parishes this sum- 
mer, in Pine Grove and in Robesonia, 
Pennsylvania. 


Speaking of rapid travel 

Miss RutH Myers, outward bound as 
a missionary to India, was unable to 
catch the boat on March 25 when Miss 
Clara Leaman sailed for the same des- 
tination. Miss Myers’ Portuguese visa 
was three days late in arriving. 

However, Miss Myers has been se- 


lected for a position in the Department | 
of Bacteriology in the Vellore Medical 
College. That gave her a priority for a 
United States service plane for India. 
She left the U. S. on April 29, and by 
May 8 was cabling from Madras to 
announce her arrival. She will be at 
the pier to meet Miss Leaman when 
the boat comes in. 


Religion at San Francisco Conference ~ 

Cuter effect of the church on politics | 
should be in shaping the faith and per- 
sonality of citizens who speak for the 
nation, most of us believe. If historians 
ever try to figure what influence Chris- 
tianity had on the charter designed at 
San Francisco, they may be interested 
in the facts reported by T. Otto Nall 
in the Christian Advocate. 

Of the members of the American 
delegation, Edward R. Stettinius, the 
chairman, is an Episcopalian who once | 
planned to enter the ministry. He was|} 
strongly urged by a friend to enter) 
business instead, with the idea of work- 
ing for social betterment within the 
areas of secular affairs. 

Charles A. Eaton, congressman from | 
New Jersey, was a Baptist minister be- 
fore entering politics. Commander: 
Harold E. Stassen, formerly governor } 
of Minnesota, is president of the Inter- | 
national Council of Religious Education 
and was at one time vice-president of 
the Northern Baptist Convention. 

Senator Tom Connally is also a Bap-. 
tist; Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg is 
a Congregationalist; Miss Virginia C. 
Gildersleeve an Episcopalian, and Con- 
gressman Sol Bloom is Jewish. 


Berggrav story 
Surety there will be a book written} 
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soon about Bishop Eivind Berggrav. 
More details are now being reported 
concerning his heroic workmanship 
during dangerous days. 

“Disguised in a heavy black beard 
and a pair of spectacles, Bishop Berg- 
grav left his summer lodge at Asker 
almost nightly for secret visits in Oslo,” 
reports Goesta Ollen from Oslo to 
Religious News Service. 

The nightly visits were held with 
patriot church leaders, often within 
stone’s throw of Gestapo headquarters 
in the city. The bishop’s guards some- 
times helped him make the trips. In 
this manner he was able to continue 
direction of the struggle of the Church 
against the Quisling persecution. 

The bishop’s youngest son, Dag, was 
taken by the Gestapo in an effort to 
force him to reveal his father’s secret 
activities. Six times the boy fainted 
under cruel treatment, but refused to 
divulge a word that would implicate his 
father. When freed from prison, young 
Berggrav did not recognize his par- 
ents. Physicians believe, however, that 
he will recover from the effects of the 
extreme mental and physical torture. 


Conscription again 

RENEWED hearings on the question of 
postwar conscription are to begin in the 
U. S. Congress on June 4, according to 
Congressman C, A. Woodrum. Hear- 
ings will continue until June 16. 

Strongest opposition to peacetime 
conscription has come from the Roman 
Catholic Church, although other 
churches in America have been almost 
unanimous in opposing the legislation. 

Compulsory universal peacetime mil- 
itary training is a lost cause, says 
America, Roman Catholic weekly. 
Churchmen who are opposing conscrip- 
tion have been quoting especially from 
the article in the March Harper’s. by 
Hanson W. Baldwin, military analyst, 
who believes the scheme would by no 
means guarantee the military security 
of the country. 
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Skies clearing in Argentina 

By midsummer, governmental re- 
strictions on religious freedom of Prot- 
estants in Argentina will probably be 
entirely removed. The restrictions have 
already been reduced, says the Meth- 
odist bishop of Argentina, Bolivia and 
Uruguay, the Rev. Arthur F. Wesley. 

Just before coming to the United 
States, Bishop Wesley received from 
Col. Joan Peron, vice-president of 
Argentina, a signed statement declar- 
ing that religious liberty existed “for 
the people who may be of different re- 
ligions but who are Argentine in their 
hearts.” 

The ban on Protestant religious 
broadcasts has been lifted, and the 
policy of compulsory teaching of Cath- 
olic doctrine in the public schools will 
be abolished in June. There has been 
no restriction on freedom in the pulpit 
in Argentina. 


Lutherans getting into Argentina 

LANDING permits for three ULC mis- 
sionaries were not forthcoming from 
the Argentine government when they 
were ready to sail last January. Re- 
peated requests for permits brought no 
results. Arrangements were being made 
to send the missionaries to Liberia. 

Now the permits have been granted. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Levon H. Spath 
were hurriedly summoned to be ready 
to sail on May 17. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Earl Guequierre and the Rev. Albert 
Alsop are leaving by plane. 


Soldiers to become ministers 

More than 1,000 young men in the 
armed forces of the United States have 
expressed desire to study for the min- 
istry when the war is over. 

A questionnaire survey made by the 
General Commission on Army and 
Navy Chaplains, with co-operation of 
8,000 Protestant chaplains, indicates 
that only a few of these men had any 
thought of studying for the ministry 
when they entered the war. 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


When Liberty lights her torch again 
in New York Harbor, after the war is 
ended, the new “electric fire” which is 
already prepared will look like real 
flame writhing 300 feet above the har- 
bor. At the same time the whole statue 
will be flooded with light, making a 
most inviting display. The flame-like 
appearance will be produced by an 
outer wall of 600 panes of specially 
curved cathedral glass, graduating from 
deep amber to clear white, supported 
by steel ribs and set in non-hardening 
putty to water-proof the torch and yet 
allow the glass wall to “give” to the 
force of the winds and the expansion 
of heat from six 400-watt high inten- 
sity mercury-vapor lamps, and thirteen 
1,000-watt incandescents added to the 
250-watt incandescent lamp that sim- 
ulated the flame before the war. 


Europe, we are solemnly warned, is 
“facing its worst food dearth in years.” 
This is not surprising, since liberation 
is bound to precipitate confusion in any 
state that has been too thoroughly con- 
trolled by others in their own interests, 
when that control is removed. Hence 
we are told that our food supplies must 
be even more largely shared with the 
needy of Europe. There will be little 
serious objection on the part of Amer- 
icans, if they can be assured that the 
food allocated is fairly shared and com- 
petently distributed. Naturally the 
public resents enormous stock-piles 
that are indefinitely held, or even left 
behind, as millions of tons of food are 
said to have been by-passed in Pacific 
islands and left there by the fortunes 
of war. But there may be a possible 
alleviation of this need, because many 
sections of Europe have been freed in 
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time for the planting of crops, due to 
the unexpectedly swift break-up of 
enemy resistance. Everything that can 
be done to make the agricultural ele- 
ments of Europe self-dependent will 
not only lighten the burden of food 
distribution but also contribute greatly 
to peace. 


When American troops captured the 
Bavarian town of Nuremberg, they took 
over the birthplace of the weapon that 
more than any other made American 
independence possible. From there the 
rifle began its lethal journeys. Trans- 
planted to the Palatine as a new center 
of production, it was brought to this 
country by the original Pennsylvania- 
Dutch (Plattdeutsch). Here the rifle 
was dubbed the “Pennsylvania” rifle, 
and was highly prized along the colo- 
nial borders. When Daniel Boone fared 
forth from Berks County to the “dark 
and bloody ground of Kentucky,” its 
name was changed eventually to the 
“Kentucky” rifle, because Boone’s ex- 
ploits caught the imagination of the 
public. In Daniel Morgan’s hands, and 
in those of Pennsylvania~-German vol- 
unteers under Washington, it turned 
the tide of victory to the American col- 
onies. With Jackson’s frontiersmen it 
won the battle of New Orleans in 1815 
over Britain’s best troops. In the years 


that followed it made still greater con- | 
tributions to “the winning of the West.” | 


When Freedom returns to occupied 
countries it is apt to call forth unex- 
pected and unorthodox responses. News 
of Norway (February 9) cites an en- 
tertaining instance: “A Norwegian de- 


tachment arrived at a small settlement | 
and summoned the townspeople to a 


meeting in the chapel. The major made 
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a little speech explaining the situation. 
He then asked if there were any ques- 
tions. For the first time in nearly five 
years the people were able to get up 
and relieve their minds. Such a situa- 
tion was unusual, to put it mildly, and 
the chapel was very quiet for a long 
time. Then an old weather-beaten 
greybeard got up and spoke thusly: I 
wonder if this is a proper question to 
ask in the House of God—but do you 
by chance bring any tobacco?’ And 
those were the first free words spoken 
in that community!” 


Though It seems a little early, the 
question of what is to be done with our 
merchant ship fleet is very much to the 
fore. Other nations are already bidding 
for second-hand prices on first-class 
ships, while others are asking for out- 
right gifts from rich Uncle Sam. Vice- 
Admiral Land, head of the U. S. Mar- 
itime Commission, is warning Congress 
of the need for an early decision. At 
the end of World War I nothing was 
done about the fleet built at that time 
for war purposes, and as a consequence 
they crowded our ports and uselessly 
cluttered our streams, as anyone could 
see in the Hudson, Delaware and other 
rivers. Admiral Land suggests that the 
vessels should be sold to private opera- 
tors before the merchant marines of 
other nations should again capture the 
postwar business, and our ports and 
rivers be even more cluttered with a 
vaster fleet out of commission. For 
some reason that lacks logic the U.S.A. 
has always allowed Britain, Norway 
and other nations to dominate the 
world’s commerce on the seas; yet in 
the World War emergencies, it has been 
our task to supply the enormous de- 
mand for cargo carriers. These other 
nations value the trade so much that 
they subsidize their merchant marine. 
With us subsidies have been viewed 
with suspicion, and Congress has 
usually defeated any attempts to estab- 
lish a national merchant marine, which 
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has left us often at the commercial and 
political mercy of others. 


Philadelphia should be especially in- 
terested in a filter devised by the 
Illinois Institute of Technology. It is 
guaranteed to remove dirt and bacteria 
from water without changing the taste 
or adding an odor. The filter, a disk 
.125 of an inch (%th) thick, is fitted to 
a canteen filled with any kind of water 
into which chlorinating pellets have 
been dropped to kill the bacteria. When 
the canteen is used, the water flows 
through the filter, which holds a charge 
of activated carbon embedded in fibrous 
felt. Any foreign matter in the water 
is caught by the felt, while the acti- 
vated carbon removes the unpleasant 
taste from the water. The filter will 
purify 2% gallons of water impregnated 
with 20 parts of chlorine per million. 
No one denies that it would be prefer- 
able to have better city water in the 
first place. 


They Say: A German mathematician, 
Johann Gauss, discovered that a mir- 
ror, one inch square, could flash a ray 
that would be seen seven miles away. 
Hence blackouts in war. .. . The peo- 
ples of antiquity had far better teeth 
than moderns because they had far less 
sugar content in their diets. A few 
more years of rationing and we may 
hope to be their equals again... . Cloth 
woven of glass fibers and coated with 
rubber or resin has been selected by 
the Army Air Force for curtains, side- 
walls and ends of airplane hangars at 
advance bases. Canvas, previously 
used, rotted in tropical dampness, and 
would not withstand fungus growths or 
Arctic cold. . . . Dr. Maurice Brooks 
(West Virginia University) says in 
Science that a naval officer in the 
Pacific area has used radar to detect 
the passage and course of birds in flight. 
Electronics may yet solve the mystery 
of annual bird migrations, and the birds 
will have no privacy at all. 


European Church Leaders in America 


Dr. W. A. Visser 


't Hooft, General Secre- 


tary, World Council of 
Churches 


Dr. G. K. A. Bell, 
Bishop of Chichester 


Dr. Mare Boegner, 
President, French 

Protestant Church 
Federation 


Press Conference Receives Facts from Holland, Britain and 
France Concerning War Effects on Church Life 


Reported for "The Lutheran" by F. EPPLING REINARTZ 


V-E Day goes down in Dutch history as a miracle day. 
The liberation saved Holland “at the last possible mo-_ 
ment.” Famine there had reached “catastrophic propor- | 
tions.” By May 5 no food was left in the cities. In Rot- | 
terdam, Amsterdam and The Hague even the black | 
market had nothing to offer but tulip bulbs. Mass death 
was imminent. Systematic dyke breaking has inundated 
vast acreage with salt water. It will take seven or eight 
years to restore that land to productivity. 

“Yes, Victory Day was heaven-sent in Holland.” 

That was the report of the Rev. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, | 
Holland-born secretary of the emerging World Council 
of Churches, at his first conference with the religious | 
press, May 9. Dr. ’t Hooft (his name means “Chief Fish- 
erman”) had reached La Guardia Field, New York, the 
previous Sunday. Accompanying him were the Rt. Rev. 
George Kennedy Allen Bell, D.D., Lord Bishop of Chi- 
chester, England, and the Rev. Dr. and Madame Mare 
Boegner. Dr. Boegner is president of the French Prot- 
estant Church Federation. This distinguished quartet 
has.come to counsel with North American Protestant 
leaders concerning Christian reconstruction and relief in 
Europe. Their comments on the condition of the Prot- 
estant church in Europe underscored the stirring reports | 
of our three Lutheran leaders who recently returned 
from conferences in England, Sweden, France and 
Switzerland. 


Church in Role of Jobber 

Continuing with his remarks on the Dutch famine, Dr. 
*t Hooft said that the farmers steadfastly refused to send | 
their vegetables and dairy products to near-by cities 
because the occupation forces confiscated all of them. 
The dilemma was canceled in part when the city churches. 
set themselves up as receiving and distributing agencies. 
This brave and defiant act has won much popular favor 
for a church whose pre-war social concerns were not 
outstanding. 

Following close on the heels of the liberating armies. 
were hundreds of doctors, nurses and medical corpsmen 
who gave the starved populace intravenous injections. 
which enabled digestive systems to assimilate food some-. 
what normally within twenty-four hours. Lacking this 
treatment it has often taken famine-stricken children as” 
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long as eight weeks to accommodate a 
normal diet. 


Clergy Leads Resistance 

The participation of churchmen in 
the resistance movement, their years in 
concentration camps, and their starva- 
tion have left “many important leaders 
quite exhausted.” “They took great 
risks. Not a few of them will be out 
of the picture for some time. Doctors, 
pastors and priests were the most ef- 
fective leaders of resistance. They were 
the centers of the most united efforts.” 

"T Hooft’s booklet, “The Struggle of 
the Dutch Church for the Maintenance 
of the Commandments of God in the 
Life of the State,” has been widely cir- 
culated in America since February. It 
describes the struggle during the years 
of occupation. He was asked if this 
brave spirit had continued in the 
church of the areas first liberated. His 
answer was a stout, “Yes.” 

“Protests have centered on two mat- 
ters: anti-semitism, and the punish- 
ment of collaborators. One prophecy of 
Hitler’s was accurate, said the visitor. 
It was, that anti-Jewish demonstrations 
would continue even if National So- 
cialism went into eclipse. “The church’s 
defense of Jews in Holland has been 
outstanding.” 

Certain altogether “inhuman ex- 
cesses” have been resorted to by those 
attempting to punish collaborators. The 
church has boldly insisted that this ar- 
bitrary way of dealing with them must 
give way to legal procedures. 


European Relief Committees Alerted 

When asked if the churches in Europe 
were organized to administer aid which 
might come to them from America, the 
Geneva churchman said, “National Re- 
construction Committees have been set 
up in practically every European coun- 
try.” Even a German Committee was 
organized about fifteen months ago. It 
is ready to swing into action as quickly 
as help can come. 
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These committees will try to do their 
job with their own country’s resources. 
They are not looking to outside lands 
as their main source of help. They are 
courageously self-reliant. But it is evi- 
dent that much help must come from 
churches in more favorable circum- 
stances. 

Hundreds of congregations have 
made the thrilling discovery that their 
Christian life can be much more vig- 
orous in a wooden hut than in a mar- 
velous mediaeval cathedral. “We will 
be astonished at how far our stricken 
brethren will make a few thousand dol- 
lars go in producing Christian lit- 
erature and other indispensable min- 
imum means of action.” Dr, ’t Hooft 
urged that our relief plans should stress 
quality rather than quantity. 

dy 


Thanks from English Parents 

Bishop Bell introduced his com- 
ments by expressing on behalf of “hun- 
dreds of families in Britain, - gratitude 
for the sheltering love which U. S. and 
Canadian homes had given to English 
children.” Since early 1944 these chil- 
dren have been returning to the Brit- 
ish Isles. Not many of them will stay 
over here, but “all of them will carry 
endearing memories of their foster 
homes throughout their lives.” 

Dr. Bell, who is a member of the 
House of Lords, gave great prominence 
to his remarks on England’s Education 
Act of 1944. It requires that every child 
and youth in the schools receive re- 
ligious instruction. 

Public school teachers and represen- 
tatives of the churches in a given com- 
munity draw up an “agreed syllabus 
on the fundamental tenets of the 
church.” This forms the basis of in- 
instruction. A “conscience clause in the 
Education Act makes it possible for 
teachers and pupils not willing to give 
or receive the instruction to be ex- 
cused.” The main difficulty with the 
plan has been the qualification of teach- 
ers to instruct effectively in religion. 


England’s churches have thrown 
themselves into the reconstruction ef- 
fort with great energy. Their funds 
will be spent in the following order: 


1. Setting up temporary meeting places 
for worship and conducting church 
schools, 80 percent. 

2. Meeting needs in their foreign mis- 
sion fields, 10 percent. 

3. Christian relief and rehabilitation on 
the continent, 10 percent. 


In his own diocese, which is in southern 
England, laymen have set themselves a 
“target” of $1,550,000. 


"St, Martins-in-the-Hut" 


Just now Parliament is making a 
complete survey of all the war-caused 
destruction. The government offers to 
build “plain substitute buildings for the 
churches.” If something more elabor- 
ate is desired, the congregation and the 
diocese must furnish it. Many of the 
bombed church buildings were poorly 
located. Church commissioners will 
have great freedom in selecting new 
sites for the churches. As far as pos- 
sible, modern architecture and fittings 
will be used. It is hoped that many 
congregations can secure portable army 
air force huts as temporary church 
homes. Dr. Bell said that before the 
coming of the V-bombs, 4,000 churches 
had been damaged or destroyed in 
Great Britain, 75 percent of them out- 
side London. 


When Rebellion is Obedience 


Dr. Mare Boegner has been the ac- 
knowledged head of the spiritual re- 
sistance movement in his country. Ex- 
pecting every day to be arrested and 
deported, he set in order his personal 
and ecclesiastical affairs each morning 
before 8.00 o’clock, the hour at which 
civilians were usually taken into cus- 
today. He was accused of giving the 
French church its watchword: “Resiste” 
(Resist!). It was he who refused to 
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give the enemy’s state department a 

protest in the name of French Prot- 

estants against Anglo-American bomb- 

ings and the Underground. His Church 

Federation gave him authority to say: 

“The French Protestant Church never 

makes a public declaration at the com-_ 
mand of a temporal power.” Dr. Boeg- 
ner made several fearless protests to- 
Pierre Laval against the Vichy ban on- 
the use of the Old Testament and New 

Testament passages referring to the 

Jews, in radio broadcasting. The spir- 

ited Frenchman said laughingly as he 
spoke of Laval, “It was almost amusing 

to speak to a man about the Old Testa- 

ment Psalms who knew nothing of the | 
meaning of the word Psalm.” French | 
churchmen in the resistance movement 

were prompted by the thought that 

“rebellion to tyrants is obedience to 

God.” 


Books and Shoes Needed 


“France and America should arrange 
for exchange students as early as pos-_ 
sible. . . . French pastors are in dire. 
need of theological books. Most of them | 
can read English. .. . The shoe famine | 
in France is especially serious. I hope | 
American churches will send shoes for | 
children of French pastors at once.” 


Pastors’ Wives Preach 

Madame Boegner’s contribution to 
the press conference was a reply to the 
question, “What part will French 
women take in Protestant relief work | 
in Europe?” In faultless English she. 
said that the church women of France | 
have been very active, particularly in. 
aiding Cimade (the Christian youth | 
movement on behalf of evacuees, war | 
prisoners, etc.). She paid glowing trib- | 
ute to the pastors’ wives of her coun-. 
try. Their husbands having been de-| 
ported, working with the Underground 
or serving in the chaplaincy, pastors’ | 
wives took over all public and private | 
ministries, including preaching, burial | 
of the dead, baptisms, ete. 
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The necessities of war caused the 
French Protestant Church to start pre- 
paring young women as “parochial as- 
sistants.” Special schools were opened 
for that purpose. To qualify, applicants 
must have had previous service as 
parochial social workers, religious edu- 
cation instructors, or as_ registered 
nurses. The question of the ordination 
of these women has not yet been de- 
cided. Dr. Boegner hinted pointedly 
that the French Church is not quite 
ready to take favorable action on their 
ordination. 


Seminary Students Numerous 


The conference was closed byaDr 
Boegner’s report that the Reformed 


thevlogical seminaries in Strasburg, 
Montpelier and Paris have the largest 
student bodies in fifty years. More 
than one hundred students are enrolled 
with the theological faculty in Paris. 
Many prisoners of war are ready to 
undertake Christian vocations. 

The itineraries of these leaders from 
Europe will include sixty-three ap- 
pointments before June 12. Dr. Bell 
will go to the West Coast and to Can- 
ada. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft ‘conferred with 
Lutheran leaders in Chicago May 12. 

All three men addressed an Ecu- 
menical Mass Meeting at the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine, New York City, 
May 17. Arrangements were made for 
a congregation of ten thousand. 
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FAIR GALILEE! 


By N. WILLISON 
Farr Galilee! Near thee I fain would linger, 
For I would read a story thou dost hold: 
A record God has written with His finger 
To cheer me when I falter at the fold. 


Thy waves have heard the voice of thy Creator; 
Thy ripples soothed His feet when, sad and lone, 
He fled unholy homage the arch-traitor 
Had prompted when they offered Him a throne. 


Thou hast the tale of seven, cold and weary, 
Who cast their net again at His behest 

And could not lift their catch; and then the query: 
“OQ Simon, lov’st thou me more than the rest?” 


Three times was Simon questioned by the Saviour: 
For thrice he had his patient Lord denied; 

And deeply penitent for his behavior, 
“I love Thee dearly,” thrice he now replied. 


“If love constrains, then feed my lambkins tender, 
And shepherd all my dearly-purchased sheep; 
Not anxious as to service he may render 
Who follows elsewhere after you may sleep.” 


O Galilee! I would in faith remember 
That final trust committed on thy shore: 
That all my life, until its final ember, 
May glow for Jesus—Him Whom troth I swore. 


Saskatoon, Canada. 


| 
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YOUNG, GROWING, FRUITFUL 


Eight-year-old Midwest Synod Meets in Sixty-year-old City 


By MARTIN SCHROEDER 


Members of Midwest Synod in Convention in Oklahoma City 


Wuere deer and antelope roamed the 
prairie but three score years ago, Mid- 
west Synod held its fifty-sixth annual 
convention, April 25-29, in a metropolis 
of 260,000—Oklahoma City, Okla. Fifty- 
six years ago, the same year that Mid- 
west Synod came into being, at sunrise 
of April 22, cannon fire started the rush 
that planted this city on the banks of 
the North Canadian River. By sun- 
down 10,000 had pitched their tents and 
went to sleep on a plot of ground they 
now called their own. 

Still younger than this city is the 
state of Oklahoma itself. Only thirty- 
seven years ago was it admitted as a 
state to the Union. The pioneering 
spirit still hovers over city and coun- 
tryside. The same is true of Midwest 
Synod. It too has not yet completely 
shed that pioneering aspect which for 
more than a generation was its distin- 
guishing mark—preaching the gospel 
and administering the sacraments 
among the new immigrants to the West 
who, for various reasons, were beyond 
the reach of the native church. From 
South Dakota to Oklahoma, and from 
the eastern banks of the Missouri to 
the Rocky Mountains, the missionary 
pastors of Midwest entered a total of 
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* 253 fields of which—owing to limited 


outside help—only 82 are today on its 
roll. Among 68 religious groups in 
Oklahoma, counting all Lutherans, Lu- 
theranism stands thirteenth both in 
number of churches and members. 
Every fourth church member in Okla-} 
homa is a Baptist. 


The President and the Mayor Speak 


The missionary spirit was reflected in} 
the communion sermon on the opening} 
night, when President Herman Goede} 
of Columbus, Nebr., used Romans 12:11 
in expanding on the church’s business, 
the church’s spirit, and the church’s| 
service. The roll call Thursday showed 
a few absences that could be traced to: 
difficulties of travel in wartime. With. 
ODT approval, synod was enabled to) 
carry on its important business. Two 
new clerical arrivals were formally re-) 
ceived into the synod’s fellowship, the) 
Rev. E, J. Amend, Th.D., formerly of’ 
Belmont, Wis., now serving the Still-. 
water-Perry, Okla. parish, and the: 
Rev. H. B. Pearson, recently pastor of! 
Acacia Park Church, Chicago, IIL, now) 
at Wisner, Nebr. 

The welcome of the city was extended! 
by Mayor R. A. Hefner of Oklahoma} 
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City, who could not hide his surprise at 
facing a womanless convention. In his 
own Baptist surroundings, so he said, 
he was used to a fifty-fifty mixture of 
delegates. The Mayor explained that 
his city, the oil capital of the world, 
was a very religious town, having more 
churches in a given area than any other 
city he knew of, the Governor of the 
state, Mr. R. Kerr, teaching a Sunday 
school class every Lord’s day. Synod’s 
vice-president, the Rev. R. Moehring, 
responded to the Mayor's address. 


Encouraging Increases 
The president’s message on the state 
of the church gave evidence of progress 
all along the line. This was re-empha- 
sized particularly in the reports of the 
committees on Stewardship and Lu- 
theran World Action. Also, the report 
of the statistical secretary, the Rev. 
E. C. Hansen, showed that things had 
been moving ahead during the past 
year. Secretary W. H. Greever of the 
-ULCA had acknowledged his report as 
“the best ever.” And so it was. There 
were increases in membership and 
activities, in spite of the fact that five 
of the 82 congregations had to record 
some losses. Nevertheless, Midwest is 
among the seven of the 32 districts of 
the ULCA which had an increase in 
Sunday school enrollment in 1944. Total 
| indebtedness is $13,300, distributed over 
six congregations, and of this some has 
bh been liquidated since January 1, when 
the report was closed. 
|)  Synod’s own paper, The Midwest Lu- 
\ theran, has grown during its first year 
4. in popularity. The editor, the Rev. Paul 
Kuehner of Pender, Nebr., and busi- 
+} ness manager, the Rev. Warren F. 
Churchill of Bennington, Nebr., were 
\ ve-elected to their respective offices. 
With the gradual cessation of obliga- 
‘tions on the part of the Martin Luther 
Seminary, also known after its bene- 
factor, as the Osterloh Memorial, $1,000 
of its resources was set aside for use at 
i} Midland College in memory of the late 
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Mr: Osterloh. Another form of memo- 
rial was voted in behalf of the late Dice 
Ernst Klotsche! $1,000 was granted for 
assisting in the printing of his hitherto 
unpublished, “History of Doctrine” as 
a memorial edition. Wartburg Synod 
also joins in this enterprise through the 
facilities of the Lutheran Literary 
Board at Burlington, Iowa. 


Challenge of Achievements 

Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, president of 
the Chicago Lutheran Seminary and 
member of the ULCA Executive Board, 
was present as our national body’s rep- 
resentative. Past achievements of the 
ULCA and the challenges of the near 
future were the chief points of his well- 
received address. He had also occasion 
to speak concerning Maywood Semi- 
nary, and synod voted to accept the in- 
vitation to be represented on the Board 
of Directors. 

Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, president of 
Midland College, Fremont, Nebr., now 
leaving Midwest Synod to succeed Dr. 
Franklin C. Fry in Akron, Ohio, again 
sounded a clarion call in behalf of his 
school which, under his administration, 
has grown stronger year by year. His 
leadership during crucial years is rec- 
ognized and praised by this synod. 

Prof. Richard Syre of Western The- 
ological Seminary pointed out the plans 
now in the making for the establish- 
ment of a graduate school and retreat 
for church workers. Dr. Syre also re- 
ported on services rendered to prisoners 
of war in this area. Asa committee of 
one he is required, in co-operation with 
Lutheran World Action, to be on the 
alert for help which the church might 
render. 

Dr. O. W. Ebright, superintendent of 
Tabitha Home for the Aged and Or- 
phanage at Lincoln, Nebr., was able to 
report on the successful completion of 
the campaign for $100,000 to be used 
for the building of its new structure to 
replace the present fire hazard. In ad- 

(Continued on page 29) 
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AMONG MANY ENTERPRISES 


Indiana Synod via President Turney Active in Present-day Church Affairs 


THE ninety-eighth annual convention 
of the Indiana Synod was held May 7- 
9 at St. Mark’s Church, Auburn, Ind., 
the Rev. Allen K. Trout pastor. H. E. 
Turney, D.D., president, preached the 
sermon at the opening Communion 
Service. The special representative of 
the United Lutheran Church was Dr. 
Clarence C. Stoughton, stewardship 
secretary, who was also the speaker at 
the Fellowship Dinner Tuesday. 

What does the president of a synod 
do with his time? The summary of of- 
ficial activities of our president, in- 
dicates what is involved in “the care 
of all the churches.” President Turney 
attended 76 meetings, delivered 70 ser- 
mons and addresses, installed 15 pas- 
tors, officiated at 11 communion serv- 
ices, interviewed and counseled 252 in- 
dividuals, and arranged for the supply 
of from 7 to 18 vacant congregations. 
In addition to these duties, he served 
as synodical director for Lutheran 
World Action and chairman of the Mul- 
berry Home Debt Appeal, represented 
the United Lutheran Church at the 
meetings of the Georgia-Alabama and 
Kansas Synods, and served on impor- 
tant ULCA committees and boards. 


Statistics 

The Bulletin of Reports shows a net 
increase in all categories of member- 
ship: 864 in baptized members, 534 in 
confirmed members, and 516 in com- 
muning members. Total benevolence 
receipts were $94,887.50. Apportioned 
benevolence receipts were 10.9 percent 
higher than in 1943. Total benevolence 
giving increased 22 percent; congrega- 
tional expenses decreased one percent. 

The total indebtedness of Mulberry 
Lutheran Home has been liquidated. A 
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By ROBERT H. HEINE 


President H. E. Turney 


few years ago this debt stood at more 
than $56,000. Ralph D. Wheadon, D.D., 
superintendent, reports that the Home 
is suffering from help shortage. 
President H. E. Turney, D.D., Vice- 
president A. H. Keck, D.D., Secretary 
G. C. Goering, D.D., and Treasurer 
J. F. Holaday were re-elected. The 
Rev. H. C. Stolldorf, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, Lafayette, Ind., and Mr. | 
Ernest Lembke, Valparaiso, were 
elected to the Executive Board. 
Synod voted to increase the appor- 
tioned benevolence from $5.00 to $5.50 
per capita, and to increase the amount 
designated for the United Lutheran 
Church in America from 50 percent to 
50 percent of apportionment receipts. 


Seminary Relocation Favored ) 

Paul H. Krauss, D.D., reporting for 
the Board of Directors of the Chicago. 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, an-. 
nounced that the seminary has been. 
invited to relocate on the campus of’ 
the University of Chicago, and asked) 
for an expression of the will of the: 
synod. The synod voted in favor of 
such a relocation. 
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TOR THE NINETY-THIRD -TIME 


100 Percent Attendance by Pastors and Progress 


THE Evangelical Lutheran Texas 
Synod met in St. Andrew’s Church, 
Weesatche, Texas, which is beautifully 
situated upon a hill and can be seen for 
miles, April 23 and 24, the Rev. George 
E. Perry pastor. 

Every active pastor was present at 
the sessions, and only two parishes were 
not represented by lay delegates; one 
of these could not attend because of 
illness although he had already at- 
tended the Brotherhood convention 
previously. This little synod is so scat- 
tered that the laymen and pastors en- 
joy a real reunion on these occasions. 
From Grace Church, Harlingen, to 
Peace Church, Vernon, the distance is 
approximately 750 miles. Weesatche 
occupies a south-central position on the 
Texas map. It is near Goliad, Victoria, 
Cuero, Yoakum, where our United Lu- 
theran Church is most thickly gath- 
ered. There are 28 congregations, and 
one unorganized mission in synod, with 
18 pastors serving them. One pastor, 
Chaplain Fred W. Kern, is in Europe 
and four others are retired or inactive. 
Two parishes are vacant. 


Inspiring Messages 

The visitors and representatives were 
well received, and the synod benefited 
greatly by their messages and associa- 
tions during the non-session moments. 
Dr. R. R. Belter of Burlington, Iowa, 
president of the Wartburg Synod, rep- 
resented the ULCA, and brought vital 
information and inspiration. His mes- 
sage constantly revealed the worldwide 
viewpoint of the great task of our Lu- 
theran Church. He said, “You know 
something, you owe it!” 

Dr. Richard R. Syre of Western 
Seminary, held synod’s interest in his 
description of the problems of peace in 
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By JAMES F. VORKOPER 


respect to the educational program of 
the church. 

Mrs. C. W. Moore, wife of a former 
missionary doctor in Liberia, brought 
a new and most interesting picture of 
our African field. 

Chaplain Harry F. Coder, who has 
returned from Pacific duty, stressed the 
fact that as these soldiers return to our 
congregations they are no longer boys, 
but men who have had serious respon- 
sibility placed upon them and many 
know how to lead men. They should 
be given vital tasks in the home church 
when they resume civilian life. 

The Rev. Hans Ander, director of the 
Lutheran Welfare of Texas, spoke of 
this new organization in the state and 
its worth-while program. His offices 
are in the new Lutheran Building in 
San Antonio. 

Pastors Delmar Dolton and Walter 
Lentz were received into synod, having 
been ordained since the last convention. 
Mr. Dolton is pastor of the Goliad-Col- 
letoville Parish and Mr. Lentz is as- 
sistant pastor at Trinity Church, Vic- 
toria, the Rev. J. M. Schedler pastor. 
He also takes care of Emmanuel Church 
at Inez. 


Encouraging Progress 

There is a definite note of progress 
in the Texas Synod, as is shown in the 
Income Objective increase of $2,109.97 
over 1943. Lutheran World Action 
quota was exceeded by 28 percent, 
President Bechter reported. The pres- 
ident’s report also revealed much ma- 
terial and spiritual progress in our con- 
gregations. Several congregations made 
remarkable debt reductions, others 
added to their debt but secured val- 
uable property, well financed. Two 

(Continued on page 21) 
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THE TIDE TURNS 


Evidences of Increasing Sunday School Enrollment 


Tue tide is turning! Since 1934 the 
Sunday school enrollment in our United 
Lutheran Church has been steadily de- 
creasing, except for two years of minor 
growth. But now the tide is turning! 
That statement is not based upon the 
latest statistics. When new statistics 
are available they will be for 1944, re- 
flecting year-old conditions. Our infor- 
mation is more up-to-date. From here 
and there over the Church, there are 


reports 


of increasing attendances in 
Sunday schools, and of successful ef- 
forts to enlarge enrollment. These re- 
ports come from individual congrega- 
tions in both urban and rural areas, and 
from groups of congregations, both Lu- 
theran and interdenominational. 


Look, for instance, at St. John’s Lu- 
theran Church, Salisbury, N. C. In the 
first part of 1944 their Sunday school 
had its lowest attendance in fifteen 
years. Pastor P. D. Brown and his staff 
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By WILLIAM S. AVERY 


decided to do something about it. A 
sermon was preached on the place of 
the Sunday school in the congregational 
program. A verbal appeal was made by 
the superintendent during a church 
service. A locally printed leaflet, in- 
cluding reasons for attending Sunday 
school, was mailed to all the homes. 
And, most important, a personal visit 
was made on every individual in the 
congregation by: committes of two. 
These committees were com- 
posed of the officers and 
teachers of the school and 
the leaders of adult and 
young people’s groups. Re- 
sults? During the first four 
months of 1944 the average 
attendance in Sunday school 
was 377. In the same months 
of 1945, the average was 
484, a 29 percent increase! 


From the fair-sized Sal- 
isbury, let us jump to Weils- 
burg, Iowa, a town of less 
than 2,500 population. Here 


of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, has introduced his 
rural life program. “En- 
listing people in rural 
America is not hard,” he 
says. 
upon discovering them and their needs, 
and meeting those needs with an ade- 
quate church and Sunday school pro- 
gram, including the classes from 
the cradle roll to the home department. 
To discover the unchurched and the 
needs of all the people, a survey is 
made over the “influence area” of the 
parish. “There is no substitute for per- 
sonal contact,’ writes Pastor Malin. 
Here are some results. In a previous 
pastorate, at Lancaster, Kan., Sunday 
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the Rev. A. W. Malin, pastor | 


Basically it depends | 


school enrollment increased over 100 
percent. In Wellsburg this year attend- 
ance so far has been 275 percent above 
last year! 

Who says nothing can be done in 
rural congregations? 


Now we go to a larger city, Spring- 
field, Ohio, where sixteen Lutheran 
congregations staged an effort to in- 
crease Sunday school attendance by 10 
percent during Lent. The Rev. G. O. 
Balsley, assistant pastor of First Lu- 
theran Church, was the chairman of the 
committee in charge. His committee 
provided charts for each congregation, 
showing last year’s attendance, this 
year’s quota and this year’s attendance, 


and mailed several letters to the co- 


| operating schools, 


including weekly 


_ bulletins showing the progress attained. 


Every school exceeded the original goal, 
several schools increased 50 percent or 
more, and one made an 89 percent gain. 


But all these are one-year efforts. 
Does it pay to make such efforts year 
after year? The Sunday schools of 
Toledo, Ohio, have the answer. Under 
the impetus given by Dr. A. E. Bell, 
pastor, and Mr. G. Lehmann, superin- 
tendent, of Glenwood Lutheran Church, 
Sunday schools of all denominations 
have engaged for twenty-four years in 
an annual 10 percent increase campaign 
during Lent. As in Springfield, weekly 
bulletins supply much of the inspira- 
tion. Since 1924 Toledo Sunday schools 
have gained 10,671 in membership, the 
Lutherans alone increasing by 5,001. 
In the period 1934-1943, when the Sun- 
day schools of the United Lutheran 
Church were losing almost 100,000 Sun- 
day school members and when the Ohio 
Synod enrollment dropped 8,880, the 
Lutheran schools of Toledo increased in 
membership! This year the Lutherans 
again outstripped all other denomina- 
tions in increasing attendance, showing 
a 36 percent gain over a year ago. 

Yes, the tide is turning. The birth 
rate is going up. The war in Europe 
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has ended. Service men and women 
will be returning. Factories will be get- 
ting back to a more normal schedule of 
work, allowing many workers to return 
to church and school. We can look for- 
ward to the opening of new missions 
in the not far distant future. The Parish 
and Church School Board has begun 
new programs and plans for increasing 
Sunday school enrollment. 

The conclusively above _ instances 
show that something can be done to in- 
crease enrollment even in a period of 
general decline. Our Lutheran churches 
can reach out into their communities— 
urban and rural—for the 17,000,000 
children, 10,000,000 youth and 33,000,000 
adults who are receiving no religious 
education of any kind. Where an effort 
is made, decreases can be changed to 
increases. 


U.L.C.A.’s Pensions 


(Continued from page 2) 

The Board has eliminated the word 
“Ministerial” from its title, and is now 
the Board of Pensions and Relief of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 

The Board, the Finance Committee of 
the Executive Board, and the Actuary 
are collaborating in building a pension 
plan for the laity which will be an- 
nounced shortly. 

The Treasurer’s Report revealed that 
the assets of the Board amounted to 
$3,406,625.64. 

There are no bonds in default. All 
mortgage interest is paid to date and 
there are no delinquent rents. 

There has been paid in premiums to 
the Contributory Pension Plan 
$31,289.44. 

Those joining the plan for the bal- 
ance of 1945 may take advantage of 
the 2 percent premium and begin pay- 
ments as of January 1. 

Both the American and Foreign Mis- 
sion Boards are paying their share of 
the employer’s premium for their mis- 
sionaries, 
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MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


Interest or Gossip?—Mrs. Lathrop finds it Hard to draw a Line 


‘Virs. Laturop! Oh, Mrs. Lathrop!” 

I looked up from the zinnias I was 
weeding. At first I could see no one. 
The maples arched gently above the 
street. Not a car or pedestrian was in 
sight. Perhaps I’d imagined the voice. 

Then it came again. This time there 
was laughter in it. “Here I am. Over 
here. Can you come over a minute?” 

Mrs. Haines was standing on her 
porch. I waved and started across. “T 
could hardly see you. Now that the 
vines have come out in full leaf, you 
certainly have plenty of privacy.” 

“You didn’t mind my calling to you 
to come over here, did you? I didn’t 
want to risk meeting any strangers with 
my hair in curlers like this.” 

“Of course I didn’t mind. I’m glad 
for a chance to visit with you. Weeds 
are a nuisance anyhow. I’m glad for 
an excuse to walk away from them.” 

“Here, try this chair. I think the 
paint is quite dry.” 

“T saw your husband working on 
them. He can do more things!” 

“Tl tell him. Make him feel better. 
But I didn’t call you to admire the 
porch furniture.” She glanced over her 
shoulder toward the house next door, 
and lowered her voice significantly. “I 
wanted to find out what you think about 
Mrs. Flint. That is if you don’t mind 
telling me. I know it isn’t right to ask 
you point blank like that; but that’s 
how I am. No beating around the 
bush.” 

“Mrs. Flint?” I blinked a little. “I 
can’t say that I’ve thought very much 
about her. She’s pleasant to meet.” 

“I don’t want to embarrass you, of 
course. If you’d rather not say, you 
can be just as frank to say you don’t 
care to discuss her and I’ll have no 
hard feeling.” 


“You aren’t embarrassing me. I 
honestly mean that I haven’t thought 
very much about her. Though perhaps 
that should be an embarrassing admis- 
sion.” 

‘I suppose I just naturally think 
more about her since she moved next 
door. It makes a lot of difference to 
everyone what sort of people they have 
right beside them. So I went straight 
in the first day she was here and helped 
her get settled.” 

“She told me about that. She did ap- | 
preciate the help you gave her, if that’s 
what you are wondering about.” 

“No, that’s not what I’m wondering. 
I asked her to go to the spring tea with 
me. You remember I introduced her to 
you that day?” 

“IT remember very well. And I 
stopped in to call on her two days later. 
It was just a pop visit, really. I was 
on my way to a PTA meeting, so I just 
dropped in and said the usual things, 
you know, about being glad to have her 
in the neighborhood, and if there was 
anything we could do to let us know.” | 

“Didn’t Pastor Lathrop say anything 
about her after he called?” 

“T don’t think so. He’s had so many 
things on his mind—synod meeting, 
gathering together the people who are 
joining the church at the Trinity com- 
munion, planning for vacation school— | 
that we’ve had very little time to talk 
about people.” 

“Maybe I talk about people too much. | 
Not that I’m nosey. I can honestly say | 
I don’t think I am. But I like people, 
and I like to figure out why they do the | 
things they do.” 

“So do I. One of the things the world 
needs right now is greater harmony | 
and co-operation between people and _ 
nations. If we can’t figure out how to 
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get along with the people on the same 
street and see things from their point 
of view, how can we expect to under- 
stand the people of Latin America or 
Russia or China? Being interested in 
folks around you is a whole lot different 


from malicious gossip.” 


“Well, this could be gossip, I guess. 
Still, it’s not malicious.” A curler kept 


slipping down over one eyebrow and 


she brushed it back with an impatient 
hand. “Pesky things, these metal curl- 
ers. Well, as I started to tell you —.” 

“When you were so rudely inter- 
rupted,” I laughed. “And what is still 
worse, I’m going to have to interrupt 
again. My watch tells me I have barely 


| time to finish that flower bed before it’s 


time to get lunch for Mark and Joan. 
Isn’t it a problem to know what to feed 


| the family by the end of the month? 


I’d just gotten used to figuring so that 
I come out even. Now they’ve raised 
the point values and I have to learn a 
whole new set. So if you don’t mind, 
I think I’d better run.” If I’'d been sure 
she meant that I could say I didn’t want 
to discuss Mrs. Flint, ’d have taken 
her at her word. But in days gone by 
I’ve run into women who urged you to 
be frank, only to take offence when you 
availed yourself of the offer. Mrs. 
Haines might not be like that, but it 
seemed better to part with a harmless, 
if slightly clumsy, excuse. 

“I know just how it is when you 
have youngsters coming in hungry from 
school. Wait just a minute till I wrap 
a bandana around my head and [ll be 
right over.” 

Well, I thought, no one could say I 
didn’t try to get out of listening to gos- 
sip. Since the attempt failed I can relax 
and listen with a clear conscience. 

When Mrs. Haines reappeared she had 
slipped a coat over her house dress. “I 
know I’ll roast in this,” she announced, 
“but I have paint on my dress where 
I walked into some of that furniture.” 
She tucked her arm through mine com- 
panionably. “As I was telling you, I 


May 30, 1945 


went in the first day she moved here, 
artd tried to help her get settled. She’s 
got some lovely pieces, too. Antiques. 
But I guess you saw them when you 
went to call.” 

I nodded and she proceeded. “I 
asked her to go to church with me the 
first Sunday, but she was too tired. 
Then the next week she’d been so busy 
getting settled, she hadn’t had time all 
week to give herself a shampoo. Then 
the next week she hadn’t had time to 
do any baking on Saturday and she’d 
promised her little boy she’d make 
cookies after Sunday school. Sandra 
took him to Sunday school, right off, 
and now she tells me he wouldn’t stay 
away. But do you think I can get her 
to go with me? She went to the tea. I 
thought maybe when she saw what nice 
women we had in our church she’d 
come along. But no. I can’t get her to 
budge on Sunday morning, nota step.” 

‘Tye known people like that,’ I 
laughed. 

“Yes, I know. We were like that for 
a while. But we didn’t know what we 
were missing. Now that we do know, 
I hate to see others making the same 
mistake.” 

“T guess that’s part of our Christian 
tradition. From the start Christians 
have felt they just had to get their 
friends to share the experience that 
meant so much to them.” 

“Trouble is, I find myself getting mad. 
I think, who are they to be so indif- 
ferent?” 

“T know. You feel you’d like to give 
them a good talking to. But I don’t sup- 
pose anyone was ever lectured into en- 
joying a church.” 

“No, I know I just have to find out 
why she won’t come. So I got to think- 
ing about her and I began asking my- 
self, who is Mr. Flint? She’s never 
mentioned him. There isn’t a picture of 
him anywhere in the house—and I’ve 
been in almost every room. Then I 
remembered Pastor Lathrop had called, 
and I wondered whether she told him.” 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


THE LOVE OF GOD 


Read I John 4:16-21 and John 13:34, 35. 

PERMANENT peace is possible only as 
love supplants hate. The establishment 
of a world organization, with machinery 
to deal with the knotty problems facing 
rival nations, seems a necessary prel- 
ude to the peace parleys to follow; 
but machinery fails without a guiding 
hand. Human wisdom is insufficient for 
so stupendous a task as world recon- 
struction and the overcoming of jeal- 
ousies and hates. The Hand of Prov- 
idence, the control of the Love of God, 
is essential to save the nations from 
further calamity. With Christian op- 
timism, we face the world’s problems 
in the confidence that “God walks with- 
in the shadows, keeping watch above 
His own.” 


God is love; and he that abideth in love 
abideth in God, and God abideth in him. 
I John 4:16. 

From Gop. When planning for vic- 
tory in Europe, General Eisenhower 
said that he was depending materially 
upon American arms and industry, but 
that the triumph of our ideals would 
come only “with the help of God.” In 
winning the greater victories of peace, 
reliance upon God is the supreme need. 
This definite contact with His resources 
of Love will empower as a living force 
all them who seek Him by faith. The 
merit system prevailing in successful 
government and business has a rating 
for each item of ability and efficiency; 
but no human merit is comparable with 
the divine quality of love. It is of the 
essence of God, through Whose Spirit 
it is made effective in human hearts 
and lives. 


Herein was the love of God manifested 
in us, that God hath sent his only begotten 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


Son into the world that we might live 
through him. I John 4:9. 

TuroucH Jesus Curist. Citing the 
value of united effort in wartime serv- 
ice, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., suggests 
the merging of all churches into one_ 
“Church of the Living God”—in which | 
creeds and forms would give way to 
“life” as the test of admission into | 
Christ’s Kingdom. This would be better 
than a merger of all Christian and non- 
Christian religions into one hodge- 
podge of compromised faiths; but to 
remove from the foundation “the chief |} 
cornerstone,” Jesus Christ, and the 
rock confession as to His deity would | 
destroy its superstructure of “living | 
stones” in the spiritual building. Only 
in and through Him is the fulness of 
the love of God manifested to true be- 
lievers in saving power and worth. 


The love of God hath been shed abroad 
in our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 5:5. 

In THE Spirit. The famous bazooka 
drives deep into its target, dealing 
death. Love is mightier, and it carries) 
life. It is “shed abroad” by the inner 
propulsion of the spirit as empowered 
by the Holy Spirit in dynamic heart} 
contact. Through the implanted Word 
and vitalizing Sacraments He operates 
inwardly in transforming power, and/| 
thence through reborn men reaches out. 
in love’s activities into all spheres of' 
life—to save sin-cursed society and re-. 
make the world. Like the sepulcher at. 
Easter, the death-filled areas of this: 
world can become places of resurrected! 
life if the Holy Spirit is permitted to: 
breathe into them the regenerating love 
of God in Christ. 


Above all things being fervent in you : 
love among yourselves. I Peter 4:9. . 
With Frervency. Someone has well 
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said, “The best way to get rid of enemies 
is to make friends of them.” The policy 
of the Allied powers seems to be to 
satisfy justice and then re-establish the 
vanquished as co-operating friends in 
one worldwide family of nations. This 
cannot be done unless a new spirit is 
injected and a new life developed 
where evil has prevailed. There must 
be a new rooting to obtain the flower- 
ing of a new order. Cut flowers cannot 
live, however beautifully vased and at- 
tractively arranged. Society must be 
re-rooted—and re-routed—as well as 
re-arranged in a new world order. Back 
of outward harmony must be friendly 
conduct, and back of comradeship must 
be the spirit of brotherly love, if peace 
is to be permanent. 


Abide ye in my love. John 15:9. 

Wit Constancy. Fires that flicker 
soon go out. The sun’s heat is constant 
because sourced in deep reservoirs of 
energy. God’s infinite love is the un- 
failing force that brightens and ener- 
gizes souls which are receptive to the 
spiritual inflow. Constant contact with 
His Spirit insures constancy of char- 
acter and of life. The love that serves 
unselfishly at the cradle, at the sick- 
bed, at the side of the needy and sor- 
rowing, is of the abiding quality. The 
love of Christ is constant, based in the 
everlasting harmony of spiritual affinity 
and permeated with divine ardor. The 
Gospel of that love is, as President Fry 
writes, “as a mighty tide from God” that 
“can flow through us to save.” 


Gop of all grace and goodness, Who 
art worthy of love beyond what I can 
give or understand: Fill my heart with 
such love toward Thee that nothing 


_ may seem too hard for me to do or suf- 


fer in obedience to Thy Will; and grant 


that thus loving Thee, I may become 


more like unto Thee Haile and finally 


obtain the crown of life which Thou 


hast promised to them who love Thee; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son. Amen. 
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For the Ninety-third Time 


(Continued from page 15) 
missions, Faith, San Antonio, and St. 
Mark’s, Corpus Christi, have made 
progress in spite of the handicap of be- 
ing without a church building. This 
need was brought to synod’s attention. 

If there were a slogan for this session 
of synod it might be expressed thus: 
“More Home Mission Work in Texas.” 
The Brotherhood of the synod brought 
a resolution from their convention in 
Goliad April 21 and 22 in which they 
memorialized synod to establish a Home 
Mission Loan Fund. This matter has 
been left to the executive committees of 
the two bodies for further study. 

The Lutheran Hospital has been sold. 

The Bible Encampment for the youth 
of the synod will be held in the Aug- 
ustana Lutheran Camp at Round Rock, 
July 2-6, with the Luther League Con- 
vention July Fourth. Sponsor of 
Youth, the Rev. N. H. Kern, Houston, 
will be the director of the camp. 


Officers for the Ensuing Year 

The Rev. John M. Schedler, Victoria, 
president; Lewis P. Speaker, D.D., Aus- 
tin, vice-president; the Rev. Louis H. 
deFreese, Houston, secretary, re- 
elected; Mr. E. C. Vogt, Victoria, treas- 
urer; Mr. August Meister, Yoakum, 
statistician. 

Executive Committee: The officers of 
synod and the Rev..E. J. Hirsch, Paul 
Bechter and N. H. Kern; Messrs. T. T. 
Teel and C. E. Broden. 

Mission Committee: President Sched- 
ler and Pastors A. A. Hahn, Paul 
Bechter and F. E. Eilers; Mr. Joseph 
Pannen and Dr. P. E. Suehs. 

Editor of the Texas Lutheran: the 
Rev. Delmar I. Dolton, Goliad. 

Midland College Trustees: Dr. L. P. 
Speaker and the Rev. J. M. Schedler. 

Archivist: the Rev. A. A. Hahn. 

Chairman of the Parish Education 
Committee: the Rev. George E. Perry, 
Weesatche. 
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NOTHING EVER HAPPENS—HI | 


By CATHERINE HERZEL, Batesville, Indiana 


Wuen they came out of the barn, 
Lynn looked up at the sky and ob- 
served casually, “It’s clouding over.” 

Bess and Jim exchanged anxious 
glances. 

“It does look dark in the northwest.” 

“That’s where our storms come from.” 
Jim screwed up his face, gazing into the 
sky. “Gee, Bess, think of all that hay!” 

“Well, what's to be done?” Bess 
stood still, frowning thoughtfully. The 
hay was precious food, especially this 
year. There was no chance of getting 
help anywhere. Whatever was done, 
she and Jim would have to do. She 
began planning ahead. 

“Jim, you take Jerry and Susie to 
the field and hitch up. The wagon in 
the field is half-loaded. We can save 
that, at least. Or wait—here comes 
mother.” 

Mrs. Stanton walked across the barn- 
yard, a worried frown on her pleasant 
face. 

‘Do you think it will rain?” 
anxiously scanned the sky. 

“We are going to get in as much hay 
as we can,” said Bess with determina- 
tion. “Listen, Mother, there’s half a 
load on the wagon already. Jim and 
I will get more on that load and bring 
it to the barn. We can drive right in 
the barn and let the hay stay on the 
wagon overnight. It will be dry there, 
anyway.” 

Jim started toward the field with the 
horses. He was hitching them to the 
wagon when Bess reached him. To- 
gether they worked at loading the 
wagon. It was getting harder as the 
hay had to be pitcher higher and higher. 
Bess called a halt. 

“We can’t load higher than that.” 
She looked up at the load of hay. “We'll 
drive it into the barn and be glad that 
we could save that much.” 


She 
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Then Jim had his idea. “Listen, Bess. | 
There is the other wagon in the barn, 
isn’t there? And the barn is big enough 
for both wagons, isn’t it? How about 
taking this load in and then hitching 
up the other wagon and getting part 
of the load on it?” 

“Why, that’s a grand idea!” Bess ex- 
claimed warmly. They rode back to |} 
the barn, grateful for these few min- | 
utes of rest. 


* * * 


In the barn their mother met them. 
“That's fine!” she said when she saw 
them. 

Jim was eager to tell her of his plan. 
She deliberated a moment, then said 
slowly, “If you think you’re equal to it 
—why, go ahead.” 

“Can you manage the feeding, 
Mother?” Bess’ tone was anxious, for || 
her mother was not strong. | 

“Yes.” Mrs. Stanton was firm. “I’m |} 
part way through the feeding and then || 
Tll do the milking. Lynn is in the house ]} 
getting supper started. Every shoulder |] 
to the wheel. Do what you can, chil- | 
dren. Don’t worry about the rest.” | 

They rode the other wagon back to | 
the field in silence. The sky was grow- | 
ing more and more overcast. A dull, 
faraway rumble caused Bess to turn | 
to Jim. | 

“Did you hear that? Thunder!” 

Jim nodded. “I betcha we have a_ 
swell storm, a real humdinger.” 

“You talk as if you enjoyed the idea!” | 

“Not exactly, but it is sort of excit- 
ing, isn’t it?” | 

Bess smiled at his young face, eyes 
ee as he watched the threatening 
sky. 

Back in the field they worked as fast | 
as they could. But it was hard work | 
and they soon found that it was much 
easier to keep to a slow, steady rhythm 
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than to have bursts of speed which they 
could not keep up. The pile on the 
wagon grew higher. But the sky grew 
darker. They were facing the west and 
could see the huge black cloud that 
seemed to be growing larger and en- 
veloping the whole sky to the north- 
west. A flash of lightning shattered 
the darkness. 

Now the wind began to rise. It made 
their work harder. Each forkful had 
to be lifted against the power of the 
wind. 

“It’s no use,” gasped Bess. She had 
to turn her back to the wind before Jim 
could understand her. “We better get 
this much of a load in while we can.” 

Even the horses seemed to under- 
stand something of the urgency of the 
situation. They stepped off briskly in- 
stead of ambling along as usual. 

Lightning came more frequently now 
and the thunder rolled louder and 
longer. The black clouds were moving 
relentlessly toward them from the 
northwest. 

Now they could hear the dim sound 
of faraway rain. They got into the 
barn just as the first drops were begin- 
ning to fall. Their mother stood there 
with Lynn. 

“You grand children!” Mother smiled 
proudly. 

“There is some hay left in the field,” 
said Bess. “Not much, though. About 
half a load.” 

“Come and eat,” said Lynn. 
what kind of cook you have.” 

“Oh, boy!” said Jim as they stepped 
into the barnyard. “We better run.” 

And run they all did. The rain came 
down slantingly, driving right into 
their faces, stinging their cheeks with 
its cold force. The wind whipped 
round the barn with the force of a gale. 
They stumbled into the kitchen. 

“Ts that a rain!” Jim shook his wet 
hair like a puppy. They sat down and 
relaxed luxuriously. 

“The stock is fed, the milking is done, 
most of the hay is in... isn’t that a 
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“See 


grand feeling? Will I enjoy supper!” 

“For a place where nothing ever hap- 
pens, it hasn’t been a dull day,” said 
Lynn. 

* * * 

They were eating supper when Father 
came in. 

“You’re soaked!” exclaimed mother. 

“Mmmm.” Father’s mind wasn’t on 
his own wetness. “We got all but one 
row of Charley’s hay put up. That row 
is surely ruined in this storm.” He 
paused, then said slowly, “Guess mine 
is, too.” 

“Father.” Jim’s eyes were bright. 
“Come out to the barn, will you?” 

“After I eat.” Father’s voice was 
tired, but patient. 

“Please come right now. My—my 
heifer must be sick,” he invented. 

Mother entered into the make-be- 
lieve. “Go right now, Father. You will 
enjoy your supper more if you go to 
the barn first, dear. Animals first on 
the farm, you know.” 

Bess smothered a laugh. But father 
seemed to feel nothing unusual about 
mother’s manner. Accustomed to put- 
ting the well-being of his animals 
above his own comfort, he rose from 
his chair, ready to go without supper 
until he had looked at the heifer. 

It was still raining, but the wind was 
less violent. The girls and Mrs. Stan- 
ton followed Jim and his father to the 
barn. It was worth going through the 
rain to see father when they came to 
the loaded wagons. He stood still. 

a VVellerotrallethine ss sass amVWiords 
failed. He turned to Jim with a smile. 
“Tf the heifer is as good as the hay, 
I don’t need to look at her.” 

Now Jim could let out the bottled up 
laughs and chuckles and whoops. 

They walked back to the house 
through the lessening rain. “Well, 
Lynn,” said father. “It’s been quite a 

“Yes,” agreed Bess. “Some day. 
That is, for a place where nothing ever 
happens. [Tue Enp] ee 
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ores the Dosh 


CoNSISTENT with the genius of our 
Christian religion is the respect we 
deem due the dead. Even though we 
have learned that the body which we 
place in the grave will soon disinte- 
grate into its material elements and 
thus return “unto the dust whence it 
came,” we surround burial with sol- 
emn rites and resent any form of dese- 
eration. 

The care which we give to cemeteries 
is an expression of the continuance of 
loving memories. In such tributes of 
affection, we have our associations with 
each other, and these do not disappear 
with the ending of our earthly pilgrim- 
ages. Even the place of burial shares 
to some gxtent in our hallowing of the 
dead. The churchyard yields only re- 
luctantly to the pressure of the world’s 
advancement. As long as the sentiment 
of protectiveness can be preserved, 
quiet is maintained within the areas as- 
signed to the last resting places of the 
bodies of those we love. Their graves 
are marked with monuments and given 
care against “the gnawing tooth of 
time.” 

Although we are constantly im- 
pressed with the individualism of death, 
we have pity for the lonely pilgrim 
whose last hour comes to him away 
from home and from all the sustaining 
ministries of companionship. In times 
of vigorous health, we defy death and 
enter upon hitherto unexplored paths. 
But when age and illness assail us, we 
turn to kinfolk and to church folk for 
comradeship. 

There is that in burial at sea which 
runs counter to our sentiment for the 
care of the body. In the New Testa- 
ment’s revelation concerning death, 
those whose mortal remains have been 
consigned to the ocean are specifically 
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mentioned. “The sea gave up its dead,” 
one reads in Revelation 20:13. Never- 
theless they who mourn would fain 
have graves upon which to deposit a 
wreath and a stone on which to chisel 
an epitaph. 


SYNODS THEN AND NOW 


Tue synod to which we belong ad- 
journed after its-198th convention; the 
pastors and lay delegates are now at 
home, or they should be. Heedful of 
the national emergency, the delibera- 
tions were at least compressed, perhaps 
abbreviated. Without positive signs 
carrying the words, “Be brief,” the im- 
pression could be easily discerned that 
long speeches were likely to recoil 
upon their speakers and weaken ac- 
ceptance of what they advocated. 

Tue LUTHERAN, thanks to its News 
Letter Staff, receives reports from all 
the constituent synods of the ULCA, 
and thus has data for comments. We 
thus claim competence to observe that 
a large portion of the business pre- 
sented each year for consideration is a 
continuance from previous years. [ts 
classification for consideration is by re- 
ports under familiar titles. 

No fault is in this quality of seem- 
ing repetition. The synod is an incor- 
porated group of congregations to 
which has been assigned a list of essen- 
tial activities, always in order because 


their objectives are never brought to — 


final completion. They are roughly 
classified as missionary, educational, 
and merciful. A fourth department is 
that of administration; but this is 
method and manner rather than the 
substance of Christian service. One 
might mention as fifth each synod’s 
present participation in Lutheran World 
Action. 
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FERVENT IN SPIRIT 


THOSE of us whose attendance at syn- 
odical conventions stretches over half 
a century or more can discern one item 
which is perennial to programs. We 
refer to the time and importance al- 
lotted to devotional services. These 
have yielded very little in substance 
or appreciation to worldly customs or 
to shifts through modernism to funda- 
mentalism, and now back toward more 
orthodox convictions. We hold as basic 
to our deliberations the guidance sought 
by worship. No session is without open- 
ing and closing prayers, and in the first 
period we employ “the chief service” 
with its synodical sermon which is 
preached by the president of the synod 
or by some one designated by him. 
These discourses are carefully prepared 
and aimed to express doctrine, correc- 
tion, and timely objectives. Reception 
of the Lord’s Supper follows, an evi- 
dence of the divine Presence and the 
need of His grace. 

If, as every synod hopes, the ordina- 
tion of one or more young men to the 
ministry is an item on the program, the 
rite will be one to whose performance 
the community will be invited. A ser- 
mon special to ordination will be pre- 
pared and delivered by an older pastor 
so as to indicate a veteran preacher’s 


convictions concerning the labors and 


compensations of ministering to a con- 
gregation. Its purpose is deeply serious. 
It is a message to young men at the 
threshold of a career in which they and 
those they serve are equally concerned. 

In recent years many synods have 
appointed a clergyman to serve as their 
chaplain for the convention’s duration. 
By previous designation, the appointee 
is enabled to come with prayers and 


_ discourses in manuscript form. They 


exhibit not only earnestness and brev- 


ity, but bold and timely directness in 


petitions and admonitions. Their later 


publication in pamphlet form adds to 


- the devotional literature of the Church. 
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SPEEDINESS ENCOURAGED 


One feature of this decade’s eccle- 
siastical gatherings is the small amount 
of time employed to transact a large 
amount of business. The first conven- 
tion to which we went as a clerical 
member began on Thursday and ex- 
tended over Sunday into the next week. 
There were nine business, two minis- 
terial, and three special sessions (eve- 
ning); and only in the second week did 
the presiding officer begin to talk about 
the flight of time. Now twice as much 
business is dealt with in half as much 
time by four times as many people. 

We will not go so far as to criticize 
the speed with which our synods act 
on reports and weigh projects for future 
activities. Mr. Roosevelt's metaphor 
about horse and buggy days has some 
merit as the symbol of slowness during 
times now happily historic. But speed 
can be overvalued. Particularly in 
activities for which the ultimate energy 
must be contributed by many indi- 
viduals is it highly essential that “the 
people” know enough of all that proj- 
ects involve to endorse them intel- 
ligently. Once (maybe) the subject 
could be discussed in journals and daily 
papers. But now news has been con- 
densed and given headlines, placed op- 
posite the funnies and heard by radio. 
It is very easy to become an observer - 
rather than a participant. Furthermore, 
a chance to express one’s convictions 
often changes latent into active energy. 
New ideas are still worthy of encour- 
agement. But encouragement, like time, 
must be rationed. Some people prac- 
tically talk good ideas to death or they 
slay the interest of people by many 
words about little of value. We deem 
correct assignments of time a major 
characteristic of a successful conven- 
tion. And in timing is the opportunity 
for the presiding officer to use tact, 
firmness and fairness. Reciprocally, 
conventions can indicate when they are 
ready to vote. 
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SCHOOL LESSON 


The Day of Fulfillment Arrives = %/ Nathan 2. Melhorn 


Signs and Wonders Demonstrate the Messianic Identity of Jesus 
Read Mark 1: 14-15; Luke 4: 16-21; Mark 8:27a, 29, 31. 


WE REMIND our readers once more that the portions of the Bible assigned for reading 
and study this year between April 1 and June 24 inclusive have as their general title, 
“The Unfolding Drama of Bible History.” The objective is the examination of the story 
of a people, chosen of Jehovah for the highest conceivable human destiny, that of 
restoring mankind to intimate spiritual relations with their Maker. The opening incident 
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Lesson for June 10 


in the drama was the citation (Easter, 
April 1) of the risen and glorified son of 
Mary whose victory over death and the 
grave gave assurance that He was able to 
fulfill His promises. Next, the Bible was 
placed in evidence, in itself the enlighten- 
ing treasure which divine Providence has 
protected from destruction by the enemies 
of God and from idolatry by the mistaken 
zeal of believers. 

The way was then open to quote the call 
of Abram, by whose seed all the world 
should be blessed. Then, finally, by means 
of Old Testament writings we were ob- 
servers of the birth of a nation whose 
destiny it became to prepare the way for 
the restoration to their Maker’s favor of 
those created in His image. 


Large Measures of Time 

To fulfill the purpose of those who chose 
the general theme, it was necessary to 
view the events as from a great height. 
Not details, but a broad line of develop- 
ment, was derived from Israel’s law giver, 
Moses. Failures, degeneracy, and final de- 
feat were related concerning such as were 
the posterity of those whom he led to the 
promised land. A kind of Who’s Who is 


provided, in which one finds the names 
of judges, priests, prophets, kings and 
conquerors. The importance of the Old 


Testament’s description of the rise, de- 
cline, and fall of Israel has no parallel 
among the annals of the past. It contains 
the New Testament in a latent form. Its 
prophets, priests, and kings may be con- 
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sidered as providing that indestructible 
residue of revelation which, at the time 
foreseen and arranged for, became the 
means of identification for Him who Him- 
self is prophet, priest, and king. 


On Its Own 


While the average Christian highly es- 
teems the Old Testament, his normal de- 
votional life is largely nourished by what 
he finds in the New Testament. This is as 
it should be. Jesus said apropos of dis- 
regarding the reactionary restrictions im- 
posed by the Judaism of His day, “Can| 
the children of the bride chamber fast 
while they have the bride with them?”| 
In the same chapter of St. Mark’s gospel! 
one finds our Lord’s reference to efforts 
to continue in parallel authority the old 
and the new. One does not sew a piece o: 
new cloth on an old garment or put ne 
wine into old bottles. 

It can be said of Israel as a nation, tha 
the mission assigned it was carried throug 
to completion. Its code of law was as per- 
fect as human nature can receive and ap 
ply. The dealings of Jehovah, both con- 
structive and corrective, maintained the 
expectation until fulfillment was due. Per-| 
haps it is their humanness that has made 
them unwilling to yield the Old when tha 
New was at hand. 

Jesus’ fulfillment of the mission as 
signed Him by the Father, while relat 
to the past, is distinct from it. The me: 
dium of power is not the law, but the 
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Gospel. The time element in the Old Tes- 
tament is of limited extent. In the New it 
has no ending. The motivating force is not 
fear of consequence so much as the de- 
sire to inherit a place in the kingdom of 
God. The drama of rescue from sin 
reaches toward its last acts. The procla- 
mation of the covenant, that is, preaching 
the Gospel, is in process by means of the 
agency divinely established, that is, the 
holy Christian and Apostolic Church. Of 
this, next week’s Bible portions will treat. 

Because its members are not sinless, and 
because the kingdom of God, which they 


constitute upon the earth, is “in the midst 
of the world” and subject to influences 
that are temporal and often evil in source 
and interest, the Church is imperfect. 
Nevertheless, the present era is in advance 
of that with which the Old Testament 
deals. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
June 4-10 


M. Jesus Came to Help. Luke 4:16-21. 

T. Jesus Came to Heal. Mark 8:22-26. 

W. Jesus Came to Teach. Luke 6:20-26. 
Th. Jesus Came to Rule. Matthew 21:6-11. 
F. Jesus Came to Comfort. John 14:25-31. 
Sat. Jesus Came to Die. Luke 22:14-20. 

S. Jesus Came to Save. Luke 19:1-10. 


News and Views on the Uniform Lessons 


Last week we started answering the 
question, “Why were the changes made in 
the Uniform Lessons?” We didn’t finish, 
so here we go again. 

But before we continue our reasons we 


want to answer another question which 


has been asked a number of times. It’s 
this: “Can other changes be made?” Sure! 
That’s one of the advantages of the Uni- 
form Lessons. Changes can be made at 
any time. When we find that we have 
made a mistake—and we make them—we 
can go back to the former plan, or we 
can make another change to correct the 
error. We are already making changes. 
Unfortunately, the schools will not get the 
benefit of present changes for six to nine 


months. Lessons are prepared that far in 
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advance. But the schools will get them. 


To Help More Teachers 

The next reason was to help more kinds 
of teachers. The average teacher may not 
realize that there are many kinds of teach- 
ers in our Sunday schools. Some are good 
and others—believe it or not—are poor. 
Some have training, and others have little 
or none. Some study their lessons, and 
others, well, they don’t hurt themselves! 
Some use one method of teaching, and 
others another. Many teachers just lec- 
ture, some direct discussion, others use one 
method today and another tomorrow. 
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All these types of teachers desire help, 
and they deserve it. We made changes to 
try to help all. The old type of lessons 
helped mostly the teacher who lectured, 
following a verse by verse comment. It’s 
recognized by almost everyone that this 
is not the best method of teaching, and 
yet we had given most help to these teach- 
ers. The truth is that we had given little 
help to other teachers. So we changed. 
We may have changed too much. That’s a 
matter of judgment. Comments from the 
field and observation of workers will tell. 
If we erred, we will go back as far as is 
needed. We want to help as many teachers 
as possible. That’s our job. It is not our 
mission to get things done our way. It is 
our responsibility to serve the church. We 
do feel that we should help as many kinds 
of teachers as we can. 


Teaching Thoughts for June 10, 1945 

1. Remember that Jesus came into the 
world in times as dark as these, and there 
were no Christians all over the world to 
help him. 

2. Our standing in the sight of God does 
not depend upon where we were born or 
who our parents were, but upon how well 
we do God’s will. 

3. Not what the world says about Christ, 
but what you say about Him is what 
counts.—Uniform Lesson Reporter. 
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Love Your Fellowman Sincerely—John 15:12 


Last week we discussed the need for an 
intelligent faith. Intelligence is not enough. 
We need heart as well as head in our re- 
ligion. The Latin Ovid complained, “TI see 
and approve the better things, but I follow 
the worse.” We need some strong, holding 
motive to keep us doing the things we 
know are right. 

This is true in our interpretation of the 
word neighbor. To be a good neighbor it 
is not enough to see that he gets the neces- 
sities of life. He wants understanding and 
friendship. The Russian Tolstoi was ap- 
proached by a beggar asking alms. He felt 
in his purse but had nothing to give. So 
he took the man by the hand and said, 
“T am sorry, brother, I have nothing.” The 
beggar’s face lighted up and he went on 
muttering, “He called me brother.” 

Another story comes from an orphanage. 
The kindly woman who was visiting asked 
a group of little girls what she could give 
them to make them happy. One little girl 
came up to her and said, “Could you just 
hold me on your lap a while, as if you 
were my mother?” The greatest need in 
the world is love. 


Jesus Understood 

They called Jesus in derision “friend of 
publicans and sinners.” What did He do 
for the social outcasts of His day? He 
gave them His friendship. The Pharisees 
treated them as unworthy of their friend- 
ship. The Samaritans were despised by 
the Jewish leaders as a hybrid race with 
a hybrid religion. Gentiles were consid- 
ered as almost unsavable. They called 
them “dogs.” While the Pharisee might 
give charity to the needy of whatever race 
or class, it would be cold and graceless. 
Jesus gave Himself. 

Love was the relationship Jesus taught 
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as the only tie to bind the world into one. 
He set the family as the ideal for this re- 
lationship. There love is the one tie. 
Otherwise the family is only a name under 
which people live in physical relationship. 
Love is unselfish: it places others first. 
Love is sacrificial and considerate. Love 
sharpens the understanding and clears the 
vision so that we can see what others are 
thinking and needing. Love makes the 
Golden Rule workable. | 

Jesus took the Ten Commandments and 
made them over into one. That is the com-_ 
mandment of love. “If ye love me, ye will 
keep my commandmenis,” He said. Love 
will make law unnecessary, for to love is 
to want to do all the things that are right 
for our neighbor. So love not only an- 
swers the deepest needs of others but it 
insures our treating them with justice and 
mercy. 


Love's Standard 

Our text, John 15: 12, sets the standard’ 
for our human relationships. “This is my) 
command: you are to love one another as} 
I have loved you” (Moffatt). Note that 
little word “as.” Our love for others is to! 
be like His. In what was His love dif- 
ferent? 

In extension the love of Jesus was uni-— 
versal. It included even His enemies. It 
knew neither race nor class nor nation, 
We have set these human barriers between 
God’s children. 

In intensity the love of Jesus was “untae 
death.” “Greater love hath no man thar 
this, that he will lay down his life for his 
friends.” The mark of His love is the 
cross. The wounds He bears are the per- 
fect testimony of His love for us. St. Pau 
sums up all this in Romans 5: 6-8: “Fos 
when we were still in weakness Chris? 
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died in due time for the ungodly. For the 
ungodly! Why a man will hardly die for 
the just—though one might bring oneself 
to die, if need be, for a good man. But 
God proves His love for us by this: that 
Christ died for us when we were yet sin- 
ners” (Moffatt). 

This is the high standard that Jesus has 
set for us. We can be only imperfect im- 
ages of Him, but we must accept His love 
as the ideal for our relationships. Any- 
thing less than that is a “mark down” of 
the meaning of Christian. 

St. Bernard offered the following prop- 
ositions on love: 1. Love people for their 
own sakes. 2. Love God for man’s sake. 
3. Love God for God’s sake. 4. Love man 
for God’s sake. Sum these up, and you 
find in them the universal need for love. 


"He First" 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another” (I John 4:11). 
“We love him because he first loved us” 
(I: John 4: 19). These are two verses that 
show how our love for each other springs 
from God’s love to us. Here, too, Christian 
love is different. It is based on our re- 
sponse to the love Christ so freely gave us. 
We may not love some people for them- 
selves. Many are so unlovable, so ungrate- 
ful! But for Jesus’ sake we can love them. 
He loved them and died for them. For 
His love we too may call them brothers. 

* * So * 

To Leavers: Topic date, June 10. Next 

topic, “Act from Honest Motives Purely.” 


Young, Growing, Fruitful 
(Continued from page 13) 
dition to a plan first promoted by the 
Southern Conference of synod, to make 
Tabitha the western training school for 
deaconesses, Dr. Ebright told of the needs 
of crippled children in his territory for 
whom present state-owned and other 
facilities are insufficient. He asked for; and 
received, synod’s consent to add to Tabitha 
“a department for those who are physically 
handicapped. 
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Post-prandial 

“The laymen’s banquet Friday night 
proved an inspiring diversion, with Mr. 
A. E. Rosenthal of the local organization 
as toastmaster and Mrs. W. Winneberger, 
director and soloist of the host church 
choir, was in charge of the singing. Words 
of welcome were extended by Mr. John 
Horn, chairman of the church council. Mr. 
Reinhardt Klein of Salem Church, Still- 
water, spoke on “A Layman’s Challenge,” 
and Dr. Syre replied with, “A Pastor’s 
Pledge of Co-operation.” The featured 
speaker of the evening was Dr. Charles B. 
Foelsch, who in his usual forthright man- 
ner drove home “The Business of Religion.” 


Officers Elected 

Except for the secretary, the Rev. Lorin 
J. Wolff of Lindy, Nebr., who declined re- 
election, all other officers were returned. 
These are for the current year: President, 
the Rev. Herman Goede, Columbus, Nebr.; 
vice-president, the Rev. Rudolph Moeh- 
ring, Glenvil, Nebr.; secretary, the Rev. 
Hugo Welchert, Hooper, Nebr.; treasurer, 
the Rev. Gustav K. Wienke, Auburn, Nebr.; 
statistical secretary, the Rev. E. C. Hansen, 
Johnson, Nebr. 

Their installation took place at the Sun- 
day morning service and was administered 
by the Rev. F. H. Bloch, who had also re- 
ceived at this hour of worship 21 new 
members by letter, confirmation, and bap- 
tism. “The Permanency of the Word” was 
the sermon subject for this occasion by 
the Rev. E. Thomas of Russell, Kan. Other 
sermons during the convention were 
preached, for ordination anniversaries 
of Pastor J. O. Krueger (50th) and E. 
Moede (25th), by the Rev. J. A. Bahnsen 
of Leigh, Nebr.; for the memorial service 
of Pastor Hugo Welchert, Sr., by the Rev. 
R. Moehring of Glenvil, Nebr.; Thursday 
night by M. A. Ritzen, D.D., of Fontanelle, 
Nebr.; and Friday night by the Rev. Henry 
Rowoldt of Emerson, Nebr. 

The 1946 convention has been invited to 
St. John’s Church, Ridgeley Township, 
near Scribner, Nebr., the Rev. Milton 
Moore pastor. 
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More Than Half a Century 
in the Active Ministry 


AFTER service in the active ministry for 
52 years, A. R. Beck, D.D., retired De- 
cember 31, 1944, and was elected pastor 
emeritus of Beth-Hden congregation in 
North Carolina, with the privilege of liv- 
ing in the old parsonage. During these 
years he has served ten pastorates, which 
included 27 congregations, preached once 
or more in 165 other churches, in 122 school 
houses, homes, prison camps, etc., in eleven 
different states. He baptized 1,121 infants 
and 81 adults; confirmed 843; officiated at 
386 marriages; conducted 525 funerals. He 
led in building three new churches; was 
principal of Holly Grove Academy at Lex- 
ington, N. C., and postmaster at Right- 
well, S. C. 

Dr. Beck also served as secretary and 
president of the Tennessee Synod; secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees of Lenoir 
Rhyne College and of the Theological 
Seminary at Columbia, S. C., and of the 
Lowman Home, White Rock, S. C.; repre- 
sented the United Synod of the South on 
the Ways and Means Committee in the 
merger that resulted in the formation of 
the United Lutheran Church in America 
in 1918; and edited the Catawba Lutheran 
and the North Carolina Lutheran. 


Two Decades of 
Social Work 


The Social Mission Society of Illinois, 
located in Chicago, Ill, held its spring 
meeting April 22 at St. Peter Church, Chi- 
cago, and at this time marked its twen- 
tieth anniversary. Following the service 
a reception was held in honor of Sister 
Frieda Buerger, who has completed fifteen 
years of service in this social work. She 
has been called by the Baltimore Mother- 
house to another field of service. She, with 
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Davy, pioneered in 
Inner Mission work in the Chicago area. 
But to their names are to be added the 
names of faithful board members, pastors 
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and laity, men and women of the churches, 
volunteer workers’ and willing givers to 
this worthy cause. 

The guest speaker on this anniversary 
occasion was Dr. E. F. Valbracht, first 
president of the Society. 

Since organization, the Society has been 
under the consecrated leadership of the 
following superintendents: Dr. D. A. Davy, 
1924-36; the Rev. Leroy F. Weihe, 1937- 
43; Dr. W. F. Buch, 1943-44; and acting 
Supt. Freeman A. Kunz, 1944. The Society 
has been housed in several buildings, but 
is now located at 2112 LeMoyne Street, 
Chicago 22, Illinois. 


Congregations 


Brookline, Pa. On the evening of May 2 
a large number of members and friends 
of Temple Church, Brookline, gathered in — 
the .beautifully decorated Bible school to 
extend a welcome to Dr. and Mrs. William — 
C. Ney, in recognition of Dr. Ney’s pastor- — 
ate here. Mr. Carl R. Schatz introduced 
as special speakers the Rev. Dr. William J. | 
Miller, Jr., of Philadelphia, and the Rev. 
Dr. Alexander Mackie of Sharon Hill. Pas- 
tors of local congregations brought greet- 
ings. William C. Donnelly and Miles A. 
Keasey, charter members of the church, 
spoke for the congregation in presenting | 
to the pastor a gold wrist watch, and to 
Dr. and Mrs. Ney a purse of $800 in ap- 
preciation of their services in Brookline. 


Detroit, Mich. Olivet Church observed 
April 8 with a special service at which the | 
guest preacher was Dr. Arthur M. Knud- | 
sen, divisional secretary of the Board of | 
American Missions. At this time the fif- 
teenth anniversary of the dedication of 
the present church was celebrated; the) 
reaching of the status of self-support of the 
congregation; and the successful close of | 
an effort to become debt free. Since Octo-_ 
ber 1944 the sum of $4,600 was received, | 
enough to make final payment on the loan | 
from the Board of American Missions.) 
Moreover, April 8 was within one month) 
of the tenth anniversary of Pastor Vernon | 
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E. Kotter’s minstry at Olivet Church. 

Since January 1945 Olivet Church has 
received twenty-eight adults into mem- 
bership. This congregation has a high 
benevolence record. 


Goldsboro, Pa. Zion Church, the Rev. 
John §S. Bishop pastor, was rededicated 
Sunday morning, April 8. The interior of 
the building has been renovated and re- 
decorated. The improvements include re- 
decorating the walls, refinishing the floors, 
installing a new lighting system, replacing 
a glass partition with a modern sliding 
curtain, a new altar, dossal, lectern and 
pulpit. A number of memorial gifts were 
presented by individuals, including the fair 
linen for the altar and the paraments, a 
lectern Bible, an altar desk and vases, and 
- a marble baptismal font. A new Hammond 
electric organ was ordered last fall and 
will be dedicated as soon as it arrives. 

Dr. H. D. Hoover of the Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg was the speaker 
for the service of rededication. The Rev. 
Henry R. Spangler, a former pastor of the 
congregation who is now pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Lutherville, Md., was the 
speaker at the Vesper service. The church 
was rededicated free of debt. Total cost of 
improvements amounted to $1,100. 


Guilderland Center, N. Y. During a pas- 
torate of three and one-half years in St. 
Mark’s Church, Pastor Wilson D. Worman 
reports the following progress: appor- 
tioned benevolence increased 125 percent; 
40 adult accessions; 32 children baptized; 
dedication of a new altar and hangings; 
renovations to the parsonage and church 
grounds; stoker installed in the church; 
U. S. and Christian flags; new bulletin 
board; well drilled on the church prop- 
erty; funds raised by memorials and con- 
tributions for new Hammond organ to be 
installed in June; trust fund of $5,000 es- 
tablished by Jacob F. McChesney in mem- 
ory of his mother; $50 willed the church 
by Stephen LaGrange; reduction in aid 
from the Mission Board, and anticipation 
of further reduction. 
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A Sunday school was organized in the 
Meadowdale section of the parish with an 
enrollment of twenty-four. 

Since coming to this charge Pastor Wor- 
man has observed the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of his ordination and received a 
salary increase of $300. He and his wife 
acknowledge with appreciation the co- 
operation of the people in many of these 
achievements. 


Montevideo, Wis. The Rev. Edgar A. 
Anderson has resigned as pastor of Mt. 
Olive Church to accept the pastorate 
of Bethlehem Church, Durham, Wis., and 
Mt. Olive Church, Mukwonago. These two 
churches are about fifteen miles apart. He 
will reside in Durham. 


North Tonawanda, N. Y. A debt which 
was incurred in the erection of Grace 
Church in 1924 was finally wiped out at 
a recent service. The Rev. Clarence Braun, 
pastor of the congregation when the 
church was built, preached the sermon. 
Mr. Anton Richert, president of the coun- 
cil, and the pastor, the Rev. Hermann B. 
Miller, officiated at the burning of the 
bonds which were presented by the treas- 
urer, Mr. John Hennig. Special progress 
was made in the reduction of the debt 
during the last four years; but it is worthy 
of note that during these years benevol- 
ence giving of the church prospered also— 
$815 in 1940, and $2,100 in 1944. 

Now that the old debt has been cleared, 
a campaign is to be started to raise funds 
for a parish building to provide for re- 
ligious education and recreational facil- 
ities. The church owns a lot which oc- 
cupies a short city block. This will provide 
a fine setting for the building that the 
congregation proposes to erect. 

The Brotherhood of the congregation re- 
cently observed its twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary with a service of thanksgiving fol- 
lowed by a banquet. The speakers on 
these occasions were Pastor Miller, the 
Rev. Clarence Braun and Mr. Louis A. 
Wilke, who gave a vivid description of 
work done by the men of the congregation. 
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Pittsburgh Synod Vee 


New Pastors, Plans and Achievements in Western Pennsylvania 


THERE is joy and gloom in the hearts of 
Pittsburgh Synod Luther Leaguers. Their 
president, Mr. Roy Henrickson, of Home- 
stead Park, has just been appointed mem- 
ber-at-large of the Executive Committee, 
Luther League of America. He thereby 
succeeds the Rev. J. W. Frease, who was 
recently elected executive secretary of the 
organization. Meanwhile, the Golden Jubi- 
lee Convention of the Luther League of 
America, scheduled to be held in Pitts- 
burgh in July, has been called off because 
it comes under ODT ban. The Luther 
League Movement began fifty years ago, 
at First Church, Pittsburgh. 

Congregations of the synod have re- 
ceived new stimulus and helpful direction 
for the promotion of their youth programs 
and activities. Twenty district meetings 
were held in various geographical areas, 
April 9-29, with the Rev. Erwin S. Spees 
of the Parish and Church School Board 
as the speaker and discussion leader. 


Newly-elected president of the Central 
Conference is the Rev. W. G. Leubin, 
Pittsburgh. The Greensburg Conference 
also has a new president, the Rev. Samuel 
Boerstler, S.T.D., Greensburg. 


The various conference Women’s Mis- 
sionary Societies held their spring conven- 
tions the week of April 14-20. The speak- 
ers at all were the Rev. Wesley Sadler 
from Africa, and Mrs. Corinne Machetzki 
from South America. 


New Pastors 

Three of our congregations have new 
pastors, and likewise two of our Lutheran 
institutions: Mr. Hugh E. Warren of Car- 
negie, has given up his position as a 
capable and successful civil engineer to 
become a pastor and to devote full-time to 
the congregation he has already supplied 
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for the past fifteen years, St. Matthew’s, 
Carnegie. He now looks forward to or- 
dination by the synod. 


The Rev. O. J. Warnath has come froin 
All Saints Church, Philadelphia, in accept- 
ance of a call to St. Paul Church, New 
Castle. 


For the Rev. K. H. Cornell it meant a 
return to his native city when he took up 
his new duties April 22 as pastor of Zion 
Church, Erie. He has completed ten years 
at Ingomar, Allegheny County. At Erie 


he succeeds the late Dr. W. E. Frey, who 


served Zion Church forty-nine years. | 


The Inner Mission Society of Pittsburgh 
has called the Rev. W. H. Kibler, Jr., to be 
associate institutional pastor. Before thi 
he was pastor at Miamisburg, Ohio. 


Thiel College will have as chaplain i 
the fall the Rev. George C. Reese. He wil 
also be associate professor of religion a 
the college. His present parish is Trini 
Church, Butler. 


Another pastor of the synod has entere 


at the Army Chaplains’ School at For 
Devens, Mass., following termination of his 
pastorate in the St. Petersburg Parish. | 


| 


Debt-free Congregations 

Debt free for the first time in thirty-six 
years is Christ Church, Charleroi, the Rev: 
M. A.*Rugh pastor. The year. 1944 was 
notable one for the congregation, not onl 
in debt payments, but also in payment 
apportionment with excess. Forty-thre 
persons were added to the membership. 


At Renovo, Zion Church has not onl 
become debt free but has gathered a sub 
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stantial amount into its building fund. The 
erection of a new parish house is antic- 
ipated. Pastor D. L. Bergstresser reports 
sixteen received by confirmation Palm 
Sunday. A weekday Bible school was con- 
ducted during the fall and winter. 


Two congregations in Pittsburgh have 
recently received very fine gifts from 
members. In memory of her son, killed in 
action, Mrs. Herman Lange presented new 
gowns for the choir of Mt. Zion Church, 
North Side, J. B. Kniseley, D.D., pastor. 
Beautiful altar candelabra were given 
Messiah Church, Morningside, the Rev. 
Paul Hoch pastor, these the gift of Air 
Cadet W. H. Holthaus and his wife. At 
Mt. Pleasant, Trinity Church, the Rev. 
R. L. McCullough pastor, was presented 
with attractive Gothic-style lighting fix- 
tures at the main entrance of the church 
by Mrs. J. W. Overholt. A missal stand 
and red Service Book were presented by 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Hohider. 


Golden Anniversary 

The golden anniversary of the Aspinwall 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, your re- 
porter the pastor, was observed with spe- 
cial services April 15. President H. R. 
Shepfer, D.D., brought the anniversary 
message. At the same service new organ 
chimes were heard for the first time, these 
having been purchased by the congregation 
and dedicated as a tribute to the fifty- 
three members in the Armed Forces. 
Greetings from former pastors were heard 
at the evening service. The membership 
of the congregation has climbed slowly 
and steadily, now numbering 285 com- 
municants. A fine parsonage, purchased 
two years ago, is now completely paid for. 
The downstairs of the church was re- 
cently renovated and redecorated, provid- 
ing for the arrangement of the Children’s 
Division of the Sunday school into three 
‘separate departments. Above the church 
altar, a small light has been installed back 
of the window and is kept lighted day and 
night, so that one may enter for prayer at 
any time. Every Wednesday evening there 
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is a half hour devotional service called 
“Litany and Prayers for Those in Service.” 


Both churches of the Ruffsdale Parish, 
the Rev. L. E. Fackler pastor, had already 
received their offering for Lutheran World 
Action April 15, and had gone “over the 
top.” 


The Zelienople Old People’s Home now 
has $13,000 set aside toward the new 
“Chapel Wing” to be added as soon as 
possible. 


House of Mercy, a congregation of sixty 
communicants and part of the Freedom 
Parish, recently received sixteen children 
into membership by baptism. The Rev. 
E. V. Roland is the pastor. 


Hometown Views 

An “Album of Hometown Views” was 
prepared and sent to each member in the 
Armed Forces from Trinity Church, New 
Brighton, the Rev. W. H. Marburger pas- 
tor. It contained photographs of familiar 
streets and landmarks. Various pictures 
were described in verse, the poetry pre- 
pared by Mrs. Pearl Bentel, a former res- 
ident of the town. 


Duplex envelopes have been introduced 
into the Sunday school of Grace Church, 
Troy Hill, Pittsburgh, with benevolence 
contributions turned over to the church 
council each month to be paid on appor- 
tionment. The Rev. R. E. Olson is the 
pastor. 


A Correction 


On page 33 of the issue of THE LUTHERAN 
under date of April 18 the following para- 
graph occurs: 

“wW. J. L. Scott was graduated and has 
been ordained. He is at work at Holding- 
ford, Minn.” 

This paragraph, which erroneously re- 
ports Mr. Scott’s graduation, is not prop- 
erly a part of the report of the commence- 
ment at Northwestern Seminary and 
should not have appeared. 
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Al aise Conference Vlas 


Over-subscribing Goals and a Large Family at Worship 


Figure in the News 


Propasiy the largest Lutheran family to 
attend church on Easter were Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl W. Esterly, their eighteen children, 
and a few of their grandchildren. The 
family worshiped together and took com- 
munion in Grace Lutheran Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., where three of their nine sons 
were confirmed on Palm Sunday and 
where all but two of the eighteen children 
were baptized by Dr. Phares G. Beer. The 
Esterly family are faithful members of 
Grace Church and have a good attendance 
record in church and Sunday school. 


More than $6,000 of the $8,000 required by 
St. Matthew’s Church, Allentown, for its 
renovation fund was subscribed in connec- 
tion with a dinner meeting that opened the 
drive of the congregation. The 150 mem- 
bers of the congregation present subscribed 
$6,335. The fund will provide for the re- 
decoration of the interior of the church 
and repainting the exterior. The congre- 
gation is fifty-five years old. 


500 Catechumens Rally 
More than five hundred catechumens of 
Allentown and vicinity gathered for a pre- 


Committee that made 
Renovation Fund at 
St. Matthew's Church, 
Allentown, a success: 
(trons) 

Erwin Maury, 

Rey. Dr. F. C. Wunder, 
Harold Bowersox, 
Oscar L. Lear, chairman 
of the drive; 

Allen Schlicher, Jr., 
secretary; 

Lewis Lucas, treasurer. 
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confirmation rally held in St. John’s 
Church, Allentown. The Rev. Walter 
Kunzelman of St. John’s Church, Bath, 
preached the sermon. Similar services 
were held in Grace Church, Bethlehem, 
and St. John’s, Easton. 


Judge James F. Henninger, Lehigh 
County jurist, lauded the record of Rose- 
mont Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, at a 
banquet in the basement of the church in 
connection with the celebration of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the congrega- 
tion. “As a congregation,” Judge Hen- 
ninger said, “you look back to a glorious 
stand in overcoming disorganization an 
look forward to a glorious future. Th 
congregation set $2,500 as the goal for a 
anniversary Easter offering. 


Caring for Indebtedness 


St. John’s Church, Farmersville, the 


Rev. Robert L. Herman pastor, has jus 
completed a fifteen-month campaign td 
wipe out its outstanding indebtedness o 
$20,000. The congregation is planning tc 
complete its beautiful church by May 1946 
when the 100th anniversary of the con4 
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gregation will be celebrated. The present 
church was built in 1936 at a cost of $58,000. 


Redeemer Church, Allentown, the Rev. 
Walter Williams pastor, is in the midst of 
a campaign to raise $9,400 by November 
1945, the amount of its total indebtedness, 
so as more fittingly to celebrate their 
twentieth anniversary. During the past 
three years the congregation has paid off 
old mortgages and improvements to the 
amount of $18,000. 


St. Luke’s Church, Easton, the Rev. E. J. 
Heilman pastor, recently completed a 
financial drive in which enough money 
was raised to liquidate all indebtedness 
and to renovate the church. This work 
will be started in the near future. 


Freemansburg Church Rededicated 
Dr. E, E. Fischer, the Ministerium’s 
president, preached the sermon at the first 


of four rededicatory services in Christ 
Church, Freemansburg, the Rev. Earl 
Kreidler pastor. Improvements to the 


church consisted of redecorating, new 


lighting system; choir pews, ceiling, car- 
pets, and refinishing of furniture. The Rev. 
Harvey Snyder, president of Allentown 
Conference, preached at a second service. 
The third service was 
Night.” At this time the Rev. A. R. Appel 
and the Rev. Erwin R. Jaxheimer delivered 
addresses. The celebration closed with a 
“Sons-of-the-Songregation Night” with the 
following participating: the Rev. Adam E. 
Polcrack, Port Carbon; the Rev. Malcolm 
Eichner, Philadelphia; the Rev. Dr. Floyd 
Eichner, Philadelphia; the Rev. Clifford 
Eichner, Elmira, N. Y. 


The Rev. Charles J. Shimer of St. John’s, 
Pen Argyl, reports the largest Easter Com- 
munion during his present pastorate. 


The Rev. Warren C. Heinly of St. Peter’s 
Church, Allentown, was elected president 
of the Allentown Conference April 16. The 
Rev. David H. Frederick of St. Matthew’s, 
‘Bethlehem, was re-elected secretary. Pas- 
tor Heinly succeeds the Rev. Harvey C. 
Snyder of Nazareth. 
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Postwar Plans 

for Muhlenberg College and the Philadel- 
phia Seminary were discussed at the 
March meeting of the Lutheran Pastoral 
Association of Allentown and Vicinity. 
President Levering Tyson, speaking for 
the college, said: “We face a new era in 
collegiate life that is without precedence, 
the full circumstances of which cannot be 
anticipated, either as to enrollment or to 
curriculum changes.” Dr. P. J. Hoh, speak- 
ing for the seminary, pointed out that the 
present enrollment of 113 is the largest 
in the 81 years of the institution’s history. 
He said that the increased enrollment is 
largely due to the accelerated program and 
likely will stabilize slightly below normal 
with the cessation of selective service. 
“The Church and the Summer Program” 
will be the topic for the May meeting. 


The sixth annual convention of the 
Allentown Conference Luther League was 
held May 5 in St. Paul’s Church, Cata- 
sauqua, the Rev. Philip Miller pastor. The 
convention was followed by a fellowship 
banquet. Mr. R. Manard Silfies of Salem 
Church, Bethlehem, is president. of the 
League. 


A class of ten, most of them confined to 
wheelchairs, was instructed in the Good 
Shepherd Home by P. G. Beer, D.D., and 
confirmed by Superintendent Conrad W. 
Raker on Palm Sunday. This was the first 
service of its kind to be held within the 
Home itself. 


Three members of the Cantoria Choir of 
St. John’s Church, Allentown, reflected the 
joyous spirit of Easter in the picture used 
on the Easter bulletins. It showed Bobby 
Burkholder, Tommy Ruddell and John 
Wenner singing against a background of a 
beautiful stained glass window. 


The spring meeting of the Allentown 
Conference Missionary Society was held 
in St. John’s Church, Easton, May 3. The 
afternoon session consisted of a general 
conference on American Missions. The 
evening session was devoted to reports. 
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Organist Honored 

A congregation which filled the church 
and overflowed into the Sunday school of 
Forks Church gathered Sunday: evening, 
April 22, to honor Harry W. Lichtenwalner, 
organist of the church for twenty years. 
The Rey. George S. Kleckner, retired Lu- 
theran pastor of the congregation, deliv- 
ered the address. The present pastor, the 


Rev. J. Allen Snyder, made fitting re- 
marks. The choir presented Mr. Lichten- 
walner with a leather briefcase and gave 
Mrs. Lichtenwalner an orchid. Pastor 
Snyder, in behalf of the Sunday school and 
both congregations, presented the organ- 
ist with a desk, desk chair, and desk lamp. 
The missionary society presented him with 
a teacher’s Bible. 


Sant, Cspslne Visis 


Important Visitors Welcomed by Congregations and Groups 


WirtH few exceptions, immediately after 
Easter the congregations in the South 
Carolina Synod set themselves to the task 
of promoting the cause of Lutheran World 
Action. St. Paul’s Church, Columbia, Dr. 
H. A. McCullough and Rev. E. D. Zeigler 
pastors, designated their Easter offering 
for this cause, receiving more than $1,000, 
which put this congregation considerably 
“over the top.” A few congregations placed 
their quotas in the regular budget for this 
year. However, most of the congregations 
in the synod will work for their contri- 
butions during May. The synodical director 
for the appeal is the Rev. C. K. Derrick, 
pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, Charles- 
ton. According to advance reports, Pastor 
Derrick is very much encouraged. 


Chaplain Palmer P. Pierce, lieutenant 
colonel, U. S. Army Air Corps, and mem- 
ber of the South Carolina Synod, was a 
recent visitor to Columbia. He was the 
guest speaker at the Church of the Incar- 
nation, the Rev. George E. Meetze pastor, 
for both morning and evening services, 
on Sunday, May 6. Chaplain Pierce was a 
former pastor of the Church of the Incar- 
nation. In May 1941 he entered the chap- 
laincy and was stationed for several years 
in the Canal Zone. After a leave at his 
Yome in Marion, Va., and in Columbia, 
S. C., he was to report to Miami, Fla., for 
reassignment. 
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From April 17 to 20 Seminars were held 
in the various conferences of the synod 
sponsored by the Board of Social Missions | 
of the synod and the Social Missions pas- | 
tor, the Rev. Carl B. Caughman. The dis- | 
cussions centered around the Church’s re- | 
sponsibility for the returning service men 
and women. Dr. C. E. Krumbholz, secre- 
tary of the Welfare Department of the 
National Lutheran Council, and Dr. C. 
Franklin Koch, executive secretary of the 
Board of Social Missions of the ULCA, led 
the discussions. 


The Rev. E. Z. Pence, D.D., of Green-| 
ville, president of the Piedmont Confer- | 
ence, called the pastors and representa- 
tives of congregations together just prior 
to the Seminar in order to discuss matters 
vital to the conference. This was done be- 
cause no regular conference meetings were} 
scheduled this spring. 


President Yost Addresses Brotherhood 
The Central Conference Brotherhood: 
met in Emmanuel Church, West Columbia, 
for an afternoon session on April 29. The 
address was delivered by Dr. John L. Yost, 
president of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Columbia. The devotional pro- 
gram was in charge of the local congre 
gational group, of which the Rev. L. O 
Dasher is pastor. Speaking briefly wer 
the Rev. George E. Meetze, the Rev. Bdge 


The Lutheran 


} 
| 


D. Zeigler, and the Rev. Karl W. Kinard, 
and others. Mr. B. T. Bodie of Columbia, 
president of the conference group, was in 
charge of the business sessions. 


Death of Pastor Sigwald 

The accidental death of the Rev. George 
A. B. Sigwald, pastor of Nativity Church, 
Spartanburg, on Saturday afternoon, April 
28, was a shock to the entire synod. This 
young pastor had not quite completed his 
first year of service since graduating from 
the Lutheran Seminary. He had estab- 
lished himself well and was doing a most 
progressive work. He was driving in his 
automobile to render a service in the in- 
terest of the Church when the accident 
occurred with another car. Death was al- 
most instantaneous. The funeral service 
was held April 30, in St. Andrew’s Church, 
Charleston (his home church), with the 
Rev. C. K. Derrick, and President Karl W. 
Kinard in charge. Burial followed in Beth- 
any Cemetery, near Charleston. 


President Kinard in the Congregations 
Members of the church council and their 
wives of Faith Church, Batesburg, planned 
a program of fellowship for the evening 
of April 11. The group met in a tea room 
near Leesville. President Karl W. Kinard 
of the South Carolina Synod, and Mrs. 
Kinard were guests. Following a very fine 
meal, special music and group singing, a 
brief address was given by President 
Kinard. The Rev. R. R. Ellsworth is pastor. 


President Kinard visited St. John’s 
Church, Charleston, the Rev. Heyward 
Epting pastor, April 15 and preached the 
sermon. Vestrymen were installed. 


The early Easter Service at Trinity 
Church, Parr, the Rev. George E. Meetze 
supply pastor was conducted by Pres- 
ident Kinard. The service was well at- 
tended and the choir of this small church 
sang special music. = 


Pisgah Church, near Lexington, the Rev. 
Edgar T. Chrisemer pastor, was favored by 
a visit from the president of synod on 
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April 8. This small rural church keeps up 
well with the whole work of the Church. 


The Rev. W. Richard Fritz, pastor of the 
Union-Whitmire Parish, was formally in- 
stalled on the evening of April 22. The 
service was held in Augsburg Church, 
Union. The president of synod, the Rev. 
Karl W. Kinard, gave the charge to the 
pastor and performed the act of installa- 
tion. The charge to the congregation was 
given by Dr. Charles E. Fritz of Columbia, 
father of the young pastor. 


The Rev. James K. Cobb, pastor of St. 
Andrew’s-St. Michael’s Parish, near Co- 
lumbia, was installed on the morning of 
April 8. The service was in St. Andrew’s 
Church. The president of synod gave the 
charge to the pastor and performed the act 
of installation. The charge to the congre- 
gation was given by the Rev. John W. 
Cobb of Blacksburg, Va., brother of the 
pastor. 


St. Jacob’s Parish, Chapin, the Rev. Ken- 
neth Webb pastor, decided to do some- 
thing about “fifth” Sundays. The custom 
in a number of rural parishes of several 
congregations has been to have no serv- 
ices on “fifth”? Sundays. This parish de- 
cided to have a united service on April 29 
in Mt. Olivet Church. The three congre- 
gations were well represented for the day. 
Following the morning service, with ser- 
mon by the president of synod, a picnic 
dinner was served on the grounds. At the 
afternoon service, the young men from the 
parish now serving their country were 
remembered in special prayer. The group 
engaged also in a period of singing. The 
plan is to alternate these fifth Sunday 
services in the churches of the parish. 


A Lutheran Nurses’ Guild has been or- 
ganized recently in Columbia. Assisting in 
this work have been the Rev. J. Obert 
Kempson, chaplain of the South Carolina 
State Hospital, and Dr. Charles E. Fritz, 
pastor of Ebenezer Church. The group 
plans to have regular meetings for study 
and fellowship. 
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Kays from P. acific V[sciloest 


Tue second annual All-Lutheran Choir 
of Everett, Wash., gave a sacred concert 
Easter night to an audience of 2,200 souls. 
The six Lutheran churches of Everett 
united in this event, and Prof. Gunnar 
Malmin of Pacific Lutheran College was 
the able director. This undertaking has 
been of great value in promoting Lutheran 
work in this city. At present further co- 
operation is in evidence through the As- 
sociated Lutheran Welfare in the State of 
Washington, the Rev. R. Spannaus execu- 
tive secretary, with offices in Seattle. 


Trinity Church, Everett, of which the 
writer is pastor, rejoices over the success- 
ful plan that wiped out all local indebted- 
ness. Over $7,000 has been cleared away 
in two and a half years. The congregation 
is growing in numbers, interest and use- 
fulness. 


Large Accessions to Membership 

The Personal Evangelism Visitation car- 
ried on by the Pacific Synod during the 
Lenten season resulted in large accessions 
in many congregations. The salutary ef- 
fect has been the enlistment of lay folk as 
promoters of Kingdom work. The goal was 
set at 500. While not reached, it will more 
than exceed that with the post-Easter and 
Pentecost accessions. 


Then of real interest to synod is the 
marriage on April 15 of Pastor James C. 
Suter of St. Mark’s Church, Portland, to 
Miss Evelyn Miille of Nebraska. Mark A. 
Getzendaner, D.D., of Salem, officiating. 


Pastor Kay Simundsson of St. James 
Church, Seattle, and his congregation, are 
ready for the “green light” to begin a 
much-needed addition to their present 
church, the cost of which will be about 
$14,000. 


The pastors of the Northern Conference 
met in Seattle April 26 to plan for the 
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forthcoming Bible Camp at Lutherland, 
July 8-15. A well organized staff with a 
good program will be in readiness to serve 
the anticipated attendance of 140 children 
and young folks. 


Another high light for the synod has 
been the presence of Mrs. William H. Gable 
of Rocky Boy Indian Mission in Montana. 
She began her itinerary at Spokane April 
18, and will continue until every congre- 
gation has been visited. She has brought 
much of inspiration and helpfulness to our 
people that should serve in a large meas- 
ure to strengthen the synod’s interest in 
Indian work. | 
Our parish worker, Miss Ann Pasjack, | 
back with us, and is now serving in Trin- 
ity Church, Longview, assisting Pastor 
John Cauble. 


It is gratifying to learn of the progress 
being made at the Lutheran church in 
Sitka, Alaska, of which the Rev. Ernest H.| 
Nygaard is the pastor. 


“Saath Hersey Va | 


By H. Paut GERHARD 


Less than a year after purchasing a local 
church building for relocation purposes| 
Holy Communion Congregation, Berlin, 
dedicated their remodeled building. This 
ship sailed fast as its log indicates: Jan 
uary 1944—decided to repay loan in ful 
($820); May 1944—purchased Presbyteriar 
building; June 1944—burned mortgage o: 
first building; August 1944—received ne 
loan from the Board of American Mis 
sions; September 1944—placed 1931-1944 
date stone; November 1944—occupied firs 
floor rooms; January 1945—received addi 
tional loan to erect a spire; March 194 
first service and dedication. 
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HOLY COMMUNION CHURCH, BERLIN, 
NEW JERSEY 

(Top) Pastor H. Paul Gerhard, Missionary 
Superintendent Karl Henry, Rev. C. Donald 
Heft, Rev. Floyd P. Milleman 

(Center) Pastor Gerhard conducts the service 
(Bottom) The new portico 


A happy and grateful people crowding 
the church for the dedication service on 
Passion Sunday heard the Rev. Karl S. 
Henry, superintendent of missions, preach 
the sermon. The office of dedication was 
read by the Rev. H. Paul Gerhard, pastor 
of the Magnolia-Berlin Parish. Participat- 

‘ing in the ceremony were the Rev. Floyd 


the erection of a spire and the brick 
veneering of the building. 


Echoes of Passavant Night at the Minne- 
apolis Convention were heard in Our Sav- 
tour Church, Haddonfield, April 15, at 
Vespers, when Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, 
secretary of promotion, brought his cele- 
brated address, “William Alfred Passavant, 
Gospel Ranger,” to a congregation num- 
bering more than 200. “Passavant had 
nothing on us,” said one listener. “We are 
starting a Home for Children and Aged, 
and many of our congregations are mis- 
sions in the pioneering stage!” 


Lutheran World Action Appreciated 

Going home to Norway from China by 
way of America, the Rev. Axsel Eriksen 
stopped in Camden, N. J., April 8 to ad- 
dress a mass meeting of Lutherans in 
Epiphany Church. He thanked them for 
their gifts to Lutheran World Action 
which made it possible for him to evacuate 
100 missionaries from the Norwegian Mis- 
sion field in China just ninety minutes 
before the enemy took possession. 

Missionary Eriksen spent more than five 
months coming to the U. S. from China, 
said the Rev. Alford R. Naus, Director of 
Radio for the National Lutheran Council 
and pastor of Temple Church, Delaware 
Gardens, who introduced him at the rally. 
The pastor of the church, the Rev. Paul 
C. Weber, was liturgist. 


For a Trenton Lutheran World Action 
rally in St. Bartholomew Church, April 15, 
the Rev. Earl S. Erb, synodical director for 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Ad- 
jacent States, was the speaker. The new 
film strip, “Lifelines of the Word,” was 
shown by the Rev. Stover Crouthamel, 
pastor of the church. 

Concentrating on the stewardship ob- 
jective for the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania and Adjacent States, the Rev. Earl 
S. Erb, secretary of benevolence, visited 


-P. Milleman of Riverside, former pastor 
of the Berlin church, and the Rev. C. 
Donald Heft, pastor of St. Mark’s, Oaklyn. 

Remodeled along colonial lines, the ex- 
terior renovation will be completed with 


with church councils and congregations 
in these parishes during April: Woodbury, 
Mt. Holly, Hightstown, Gloucester, Beach- 
wood, Camden, Haddonfield, and Trenton. 
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CHILDRENS DAY 


OFFERING ENVELOPE. Design lithographed 
in colors. Size, 2|/4 x 4/4 inches. Price, 40 cents 
a hundred; $3.50 a thousand. 


CHILDREN'S DAY SERVICE for 1945 appears 
in the May issue of THE PARISH SCHOOL 
MAGAZINE. Mimeographed copies available 
at 10 cents. 


FORMER SERVICES AVAILABLE. "At Thy 
Service Lord," "O Come Let Us Worship,” 
"Riches That Are Ours,’ "Story That God Is 
"Praise The Lord." 8 cents; 60 
cents a dozen; $4.00 a hundred. Samples on 


Love," Price, 


request, 


INVITATION CARD No. 982. Greetings and 
Bible verse with attractive design. Invitation on 
address side. Price, 20 cents a dozen; $1.25 a 
hundred. 


SOUVENIR. Especially appealing to boys and 
girls. Has greeting on front and Bible verse 
on back. String for attaching to lapel or but- 
on. Price, 20 cents a dozen; $1.25 a hundred. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 SPRUCE ST. PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
Chicago || Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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Rating second highest in the synod for 
stewardship in a single congregation, Holy 
Trinity, Manasquan, the Rev. Kenneth F. 
Frickert pastor, has a record of 172 percent 
for apportioned benevolence. 


Haverford Center, our Philadelphia mis- 
sion for colored people, came to Grace 
Church, Camden, the Rev. William L. 
Ziegenfus pastor, on Easter evening to 
share in the church school vespers. The 
group of children from the Center were 
accompanied by Sister Anna Melville and 
Mr. Allen Youngblood, who will be grad- 
uated from the Philadelphia Seminary in 
June. He was called by the Board of 
American Missions and assigned to the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adja- 
cent States for work among the colored 
people of Philadelphia. 


An elaborate dinner and social in St. 
John’s Church, Woodbury, the Rev. Rich- 
ard Schluttig pastor, recognized the first 
anniversary of the Brotherhood, of which: 
Albert Friend is the president. The Rev 
H. Paul Gerhard addressed the mee | 


Personal 


The Rev. Frank O. Vavrin, recent grad- 
uate of Northwestern Seminary at Minng| 
apolis, Minn., is at work in Puerto Rico| 
The Board of American Missions, repre- 
sented by Dr. Arthur M. Knudsen, for! 
mally commissioned him at a special serv- 
ice in his home church, Holy Communion} 
Racine, Wis., March 11. He and his bride} 
Jean Neal of Richfield Church, Minne- 
apolis, flew from Miami, Fla., in time tc 
hold services at Santura on Palm Sunday 
during Holy Week and Easter. 


The Rev. J. Henry Whiting, executive 
secretary of the Wisconsin Lutheran Wel- 
fare Society, has recently accepted tha 
position of Field Secretary for the Welfar« 
Division of the National Lutheran Coun 
cil. Although the Wisconsin churches re: 
gret to lose him, they rejoice that he ha: 
a much larger field of service in this ne 
department of unified Lutheran worl 
throughout the country. 
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Gain... 


* Culture 
«Refinement 


* Spirituality 


*Faith in the future 


* Happy, zestful living 


THROUGH PREPARATION TO SERVE GOD AND MAN AT 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


WHAT ABOUT MUSIC? 
A cappella choir, band, instrumental music of many kinds, public school music 
supervisor’s training, service to the church through music. Regular church and radio 


broadcasting experience. 
At CARTHAGE you may register for freshman piano (beginning or advanced), 


in the same way you register for English or history. College credit is given. No 
charge for instruction or instrument rent. 


WHAT ABOUT TEACHING? 


America is in dire need of well-trained teachers. Salaries are improving. Sound 


pension systems have been adopted in many states. 
If you love to influence others for better and more noble living, teach. 


CARTHAGE prepares teachers for grades, high schools, and administrative work. 


Summer School begins June 4— Fall term, September 10 
Write for new attractwe catalog 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


ERLAND NELSON, President CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 
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Northern Conference WMS Observes 
Silver Jubilee 


By TRESSLER S. BOLTON 


Tue twenty-fifth annual meeting of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the North- 
ern Conference of the Illinois Synod was 
held April 26 at Messiah Church, Rock- 
ford, Ill., the Rev. C. P. Karriker pastor. 
Mrs. E. A. Kreppert led the devotions 
based on the theme, “The Love of Christ 
Constraineth Us.” : 

One especially interesting feature of the 
meeting was brought out by Mrs. I. M. 
Bingaman, president of the synodical So- 
ciety. She told how in 1929 a Golden Jubi- 
lee Fund had been raised by the synodical 
society to help establish mission churches. 
One of the first to receive financial aid 
from the fund was Messiah, Rockford. But 
this fund was a rotating fund; and as the 
years passed a number of churches were 
given aid until nothing remained in the 


Kamma Divinity School 


The Theological Seminary of 
Wittenberg College 
For catalog and information address 
Dean E. E. Flack, Th.D., D.D., Springfield, O. 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


fund. The Board of American Missions, 
in connection with the Illinois Synod, was 
investigating a promising field in the 
southeast section of Springfield, Ill. The 
WMS knew this and was much interested. 
Some of the women saw a vacant lot which 
they thought would be the ideal spot for 
the new church, and when they said 
something to the Mission Board represen- 
tative, found that nothing could be done 
until a lot had been purchased, since the 
Mission Board did not buy lots for new 
missions. The Missionary Society at once 
contacted the treasurer to find out if there 
were any funds in the Golden Jubilee 
Fund. The answer was, “Yes, a check for 
$500 was just received from Messiah 
Church, Rockford, in payment of the loan 
that was made in 1929.” And so the down 
payment on the lot was made, and today 
a flourishing church is firmly established 
in that section of Springfield. 

Mrs. G. B. Teets of Milledgeville, pres- 
ident of the conference society, presided at 
the meeting, and the secretaries and of- 
ficers reported progress over previous 
years. Mrs, C. P. Karriker reported 45 
Life Memberships and 18 in Memoriams 
during the year. 


A Litle History 
Mrs. F. W. Hammer of Polo, first pres- 


ident of the Society, presented a paper 
entitled, “Looking Backward—Thankfully.” 


SELINSGROVE, PA. 


High School Seniors may enter June 19 or Sep- 
tember 15, 1945. Two six-week Summer Terms 
from: June 19 to July 28, and July 30 to Sept. 8. 


REGULAR SESSION begins September 15, 1945 


Preprofessional Courses: Pre-theological, pre-medical, 


pre-dental, pre-nursing, pre-legal, pre-veterinarian. 
Technical courses: La ie . Pi 


secretaries, business secretaries. 
Teacher Education in three fields: Academic, business 
education, and Public School Music. 


CO-EDUCATIONAL — ACCREDITED — CHRISTIAN 


borato technicians, medical 


For full information write: 


G. MORRIS SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


—_—_—_—— OO 
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Tit 1 treme rus 


IS THERE A LUTHERAN SCHOOL FO 
GIRLS OF HIGH SCHOOL AGE? : 


MARION COLLEGE 
Marion, Va. 


OFFERS THE LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH 
SCHOOL for Lutheran girls 
Training for college entrance in academic sub- 
jects in wholesome, home-like atmosphere. 


Located in the heart of the Alleghany Moun- 
tains in beautiful Southwest Virginia near 


the site of the Mountain mission at Kon- 
narock. 


Rates extremely reasonable. 
For information, write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K., Marion, Va. 


June 10, 1920, delegates from the WMS of 
the Synods of Northern, Central and 
Southern Illinois met in Quincy to or- 
ganize the WMS of the Illinois Synod of 
the ULCA. En route home from this con- 
vention delegates of the former Synod of 
Northern Illinois held a meeting while 
waiting for a train and elected officers of 
the new Northern Conference. But be- 
cause no work was assigned to the confer- 
ences these first officers just marked time. 
By the time the second annual convention 
of the synodical society was held work 
for the conference societies was outlined, 
and a meeting was held June 23. Officers 
were elected and department secretaries 
were appointed to function with the syn- 
odical secretaries. The first meeting of the 
Northern Conference Society was held Oc- 
tober 12-13, 1921, at First Church, Free- 
port. In 1924 the time of meeting was 
changed to the spring of the year. 

In the fall of 1924 two daughters of the 
conference—Miss Emma Johnson and Miss 
Edith Eykamp—went to India as mission- 
aries, and the year following Miss Erva 
Moody went to China. 

While the work of the society through- 
out the quarter century has seemed more 
or less routine, this is true only because 
it has been done so regularly that it has 
become routine. Take for example the 
work of the WMS of Trinity Church, 
Rockford. This group of 33 women has 
sponsored the work of Miss Johnson since 
she went to India and is now taking full 
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LUTHERAN 


CHICAGO ‘txorocican SEMINARY 


For Pastors with the B.D. degree: 


GRADUATE SCHOOL SUMMER SESSION 
Credit Courses—S.T.M.—S.T.D. 
Ist TERM, JULY 23rd to AUGUST 16th 
2d TERM, AUGUST 13th to 31st 
if Enrol for either term or for both. 


“Never let your zeal flag; maintain the 
spiritual glow.”—Romans (Moffatt). 
qT Strong faculty including W. Pauck (Luther’s 
Theology), Edgar M. Carlson (Scandinavian 
Theology), Victor Obenhaus (Rural Sociol- 
ogy), Otto Heick (19th Century), and others. 
Modest costs. Write for catalog. 
Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, Illinois 


responsibility for her salary. It was a rare 
privilege, therefore, for the 200 delegates 
and visitors present at the meeting in 1945 
to have her as the chief speaker of the 
day. With almost 21 years of service in 
India, she was well qualified to speak on, 
“After the Centenary, What?” 

The Rev. E. A. Kreppert, president of 
the Northern Conference, installed the 
newly elected officers: President, Mrs. 
G. B. Teets; vice-president, Mrs. Martin 
Wall; recording secretary, Mrs. Earl 
Auman; statistical secretary, Mrs. Leid; 
treasurer, Mrs. George Linker. 


Nachusa Free of Debt 

A report from Nachusa Orphanage made 
at this meeting showed that the debt is 
now paid in full. We append this to our 
letter for in the last letter we said that the 
debt at that time was still about $1,000. 
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The Lutheran Theological Seminary 
At Philadelphia 


(MT. AIRY) 


Luther D. Reed, President 


The Seminary is on a twelve-month sched- 
ule for the duration of the war. 


Terms begin: June 28, Nov. 1, and Feb. 28 


Students may enter at the beginning of 
any term. 


Graduate School on normal schedule, will 
open for the 1945-46 session, October 11. 


For catalog and information address 
LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
7301 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


ROANOKE COLLEGE ---— 
in Virginia— 


Offers A.B. and B.S. degrees. 

Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

In the Virginia tradition, this old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
hospitality to ambitious students. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
Salem, Virginia 


Parish Workers’ Conference 


THE annual Parish Workers’ Conference 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, and the Mary- 
land Synod was held at Gettysburg Semi- 
nary, Gettysburg, Pa., April 12 and 13. 

The Even Song of worship and medita- 
tion and the early morning Communion 
Service administered by Dr. H. D. Hoover 
in the Chapel of the Abiding Presence, 
were precious experiences. 

Sister Janet Coiner, Christ Church, York, 
Pa., presided. The theme of the confer- 
ence was, “The Challenge of the Christian 
Church in the Present Crisis and Postwar 
Readjustments.” Dr. A. R. Wentz, pres- 
ident of the seminary, in two discussion 
periods stimulated our thinking and made 
us aware of the problems facing the church 
today, and the resources the church has to 
meet these problems and the plans se 
made to help in postwar readjustments. 

Three inspiring worship periods were 1 
by Mrs. Ralph Gresh, on the theme, “Chris 
for the World We Sing.” 

Nineteen parish workers were present 
The officers elected were: President, Siste 
Janet Coiner, Christ Church, York, Pa.; 


Jor JUNE WEDDINGS 


WEDDING BOOKLETS 
With Lutheran Order for Marriage e Certificate e 
Guest Pages @ Other Attractive Features. 

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE—A 16-page booklet in 
ornamental design. Size, 5 x 7% inches. Three styles. 

Envelope Edition—Stiff paper cover, silk cord, deco- 
rated in color. Price, 30 cents each; $3.00 a dozen, 
postpaid. 

White Leatherette Edition—Title in silver. Boxed. Price, 
50 cents each; $5.50 a dozen, postpaid. 

DeLuxe Edition—White moire silk, padded cover, hand- 
painted title and flower design. Boxed. Price, $1.00, 
postpaid. 

WEDDING WREATH — A 32-page booklet in formal 
design. Size, 6 x 8 inches. Two styles. 

Parchment Paper Binding—Silk cord. Price, 40 cents 
each; $3.60 a dozen, postpaid. 

DeLuxe Edition—White moire silk, padded cover, gold 
title and edges. Boxed. Price, $2.25, postpaid. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
; 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
) Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


(Co-educational) 


C. A. Rudisill Library 


LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North Carolina... . 


Fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools . . 
proved by government for veterans’ education . 
sional, teachers’, business administration, and music courses . 
. Expenses, $425 to $450 . . . For information and catalogue, write 


ing of Bible teachers. . 


. Ap- 
.. A.B. and B.S. degrees . . . Pre-profes- 
. . Special emphasis on train- 


P. E. MONROE, D.D., President 


Summer Session Begins June 6 


vice-president, Miss Catherine Beck, Im- 
manuel Church (Burholme), Philadelphia, 
Pa.; secretary, Miss Maxine Skinner, St. 
Paul’s Church, York, Pa.; treasurer, Sister 
Anna Brandt, Tabor Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa. (SISTER) VERNETTA KUNKEL 


New England Conference 


in Convention 


The New England Conference of the 
United Synod of New York met in St. Paul 
Church, Bridgeport, Conn., April 16, the 
Rev. Conrad Reisch pastor. The Com- 
munion Service was conducted by Pastors 
McKnight and Heydenreich. The Rev. 
F. W. Schaeffer gave a challenging address 
on “The Work of the Ministry.” 

The following officers were elected: 
President, the Rev. Conrad Reisch; vice- 
president, the Rev. John Dries; secretary, 
the Rev. Albert Schilke; treasurer, Mr. 
Gritz; statistical secretary, the Rev. K. O. 
Klette. 

At the morning session Dr. F. R. Knubel, 


May 30, 1945 


Fall Term Begins September 11 


president of the synod, stressed the fact 
of the internationalism of Lutheranism, 
and extended a challenge for meeting the 
apportionment of the Church. He also 
spoke concerning salaries of pastors, stress- 
ing the fact that if adjustments have not 
been made to meet the increased costs, the 
churches were not fulfilling their obliga- 
tions to their pastors. 

At the luncheon served by the women 
of the church, Pastor Reisch, on behalf 
of the conference, presented a plaque to 
Mr. Edward Denzler in recognition of 
more than thirty years of service as treas- 
urer. 

In the afternoon the following presented 
various causes: Mr. Leopold Proch, the 
Brotherhood; the Rev. John Frenssen, the 
Wartburg Orphanage and Kinderfreund; 
Dr. C. C. Stoughton, Wagner and Hart- 
wick Colleges; Dr. Paul A. Kirsch spoke 
of the harmony of major bodies in opening 
up new mission fields, and mentioned the 
fact that the New York Synod is the only 
synod of the ULCA that has Negro pastors 
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21,000 BOOKS SOLD 


Prayers 


By Dr. Leander M. Zimmerman 


A Rare Gift Book. 
Pocket Size—Bound in Cloth. 
Postpaid, 35c each. Three for $1.00. 


Order From 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


FOR SALE 


First twenty-one volumes of “The Lutheran 
Quarterly,’ bound in half morocco. — Write: 
Rev. J. H. C. Manifold, Manchester, Pa. 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 
CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 


Inquiries Invited 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


7 Th B.A FC 
(Acoustical Qampany 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS iad 

Church Acoustics 


~ 3868 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio 
SueeR peeseys 


PH HENRY: KECK 


Cy] 


| STAID: GLILSS:; 


STUDIO oey CoM ROT A 


HIGHEST: SKILLED ‘CRAFTSMANSHIP cet 
ORIGINAL: DESIGNS & S&B 


on its roll; Dr. Paul C. White, Parish Edu- 
cation. The Boston Chapel appeal, Luther 
League work, Lutheran World Action, and 
the work of the Southbury Home were 
also ably presented. A. G. PossELt. 


OBITUARY 


The Rev. George A. B. Sigwald 


pastor of Nativity Church, Spartanburg, S:. Ci, 
entered the Heavenly Home April 28. He died 
shortly after he had been injured in an un- 
avoidable accident near Spartanburg, as he was 
going to get his Boy Scouts, who had been on 
an overnight hike. F 

The funeral service was held April 30 in St. 
Andrew’s Church, Charleston, S. C., of which 
Mr. Sigwald had been a life-long member until 
his ordination just eleven months before his 
death. The service was conducted by the Rev. 
Karl W. Kinard, president of the Synod of South 
Carolina, and the Rev. Clarence K. Derrick, 
pastor of St. Andrew’s Church. Ministers of 
the synod served as honorary pallbearers. 

George Sigwald was born in Charleston, S. C., 
October 3, 1906, the son of George H. E. Sig- 
wald and Adele W. Jager Sigwald. He was 
graduated from the Charleston High School, 
attended the College of Charleston, and was 
graduated from the Southern Lutheran The- 
ological Seminary, Columbia, C., May 1% 
1944. He was ordained in St. Andrew’s Church, 
Charleston, S. C., May 28, 1944, and was in- 
stalled as pastor of Nativity Church, Spartan- 
burg, S. C., June 4, 1944. 

Before entering the seminary, Mr. Sigwald 
was an accountant, and was active in the civic 
and religious life of the City of Charleston. 
For ten years he served as superintendent of 
the Sunday school of the Charleston Orphan 
Home, and it was his happy privilege to lead 
a large number of boys and girls of that insti- 
tution to Christ and to active membership in 
the church. He served his church well, took 
an active part in the Luther League and Broth- 
erhood of St. Andrew’s, and was a member of 
the church council at the time he entered the 
seminary. Growth and progress were shown 
under his leadership at Nativity Church. 

He is survived by his mother, who made her 
home with him; a brother, Major John J. Sig- 
wald of San Juan, Puerto Rico; and a sister, 
Mrs. Harold Havstad of Northport, Long Island. 

C. K. Derrick. 


SYNODS 


The seventeenth annual convention of the 
Florida Synod will be held in Grace Church, 
Lakeland, Fla., W. E. Wheeler, D.D., pastor, 
June 4-6, beginning Monday, at 8.00 P. M., with 
sermon by President Henry V. Kahlenberg and 
Holy Communion. N. D. Yount, Sec. 


The eighty-third convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Canada will be held 
in St. Peter’s Church, Milverton, Ont., the Rev. 
E. J. Treusch pastor, June 5-8. 


C. H. Little, Sec. 
WOMEN’S MEETING 


The seventeenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of 
Florida will be held in Grace Church, Lake- 
land, Fla.. W. E. Wheeler, D.D., pastor, June 
4-6. The convention will join with the meeting 
of synod for the Service of Holy Communion 
on the evening of June 4. 

Mrs. E. D. Kreucher, Sec. 


The Lutheran 


* 


. Books for these times 
about the Church and the War 


* BATTLE TESTED RELIGION 


Capt. T. Christie Innes—A priceless product of the war in which inter- 
national figures and Allied fighting men describe their innermost se- 


cret—a fighting faith. Price, $1.00. 


* AT HIS SIDE: The American Red Cross Overseas in World War II 


George Korson — The work of the American Red Cross in every war 
theatre with reference to military operations on all fronts. $2.75. 


*&THE WILL OF GOD 

Leslie D. Weatherhead—Straight thinking about 
God's part in personal loss and world disaster. 
A compact and challenging answer to the 
problem of suffering, grief and death. The 
basis for a firm faith in divine power and love 
in the face of the utmost horror of present 
evil. Chapters: God's Intentional Will. God's 
Circumstantial Will. God's Ultimate Will. Dis- 
cerning the Will of God. In His Will is Our 
Peace. Price, 75 cents. 


* THE GREAT ANSWER 


Margaret Lee Runbeck— 
In the words of the au- 
thor, "This book tells of 
fighting men and women 
—and even some chil- 
dren—who have turned 
to God in the midst of 
danger, and how they 
were answered.” This 


book is not fiction—it is 
fact verified by eye- 
witnesses, correspondents, 
generals and statesmen. 


(61) Price, $2.00. 


*THE CHURCH 
LOOKS FORWARD 
William Temple — Here 
the author sets forth 
clearly the principles 
which he believes should 
guide our thought and. 
action in the solution of 
the momentous prob- 
lems we—and the 
peoples of other free- 
dom-loving nations—are 


facing. (64) $2.00. 


* THEY FOUND THE CHURCH THERE 

Henry P. VanDusen—The war in the Pacific has. 
made the West meet the East. The armed 
forces of the United Nations have found in- 
valuable help in these far-flung islands where 
unimagined strength existed. Here are stories 
of the welcome, friendship, protection and aid 
our men, lost or shot down in the jungles, have 
received from the native folk. He shows how 
the sacrifice of early pioneers in these parts is. 
coming back a hundred-fold to the United 
Nations. (70) $1.75. 


* THE LEATHERNECKS COME THROUGH 


CHICAGO II 


May 30, 1945 


Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard—Here is a first-hand account of a chap- 
lain's experience with the Marines through the six months’ period be- 
tween the initial seizure of Guadalcanal and the capture of Tarawa. 
Timely, vivid and arresting is this story of a chaplain's reaction to his 
environment, his adjustments and the acceptance of responsibilities of 


his office. (69) $2.50. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


PITTSBURGH 22 COLUMBIA 3 
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“LIVE HELPFULLY” 


as Parish Deaconess and Graduate Nurse 
Numerous fields of Christian usefulness are open.* * 

Next school term begins October 1945 in 

Baltimore and Philadelphia training schools. 


40 Send inquiries to 
at? av” 0" Sister Mildred Winter 
vt v i nts >i Field Secretary 
ay m «Ne no Room 405 
par ve ot 1228 Spruce Street 
es° Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


ees 


